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Of the Commons Houſe 
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ESR, nators,that the Great and Pre 
(> F ſent Controverſie of thelg 
ag; Times is about the Churcty, | 
CE $7 and Church Government, I 
TITER the dayes of Luther, Zuingli, | 
Y 6 Calvin, Bucer, and th= reſt of thoſe Wors | 
thies, the controverſic of that age, was concery 
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The Epiſile Dedicatory. 

ningthe Sacrament of the Lords, Supper, beirg 
geperes y tiled Bellum Sacrament arium, and' the 
acramcutary Controverfie, the-contentionabour 

it (exenamongſt the Servarits of God ) Lein 
ſo ſharpe, that it produced moſt fad and woſul! 
etch. Adam,  EfteAs.. The ewas notany one thing.more hin. 
vita Oecolanp. dred the caule of God, or the free paflage of the 
pr, YY ord, or the progreſle ofthe worke Ol God be- 
vir Bucer p, Bun lo the Church thegthjs... This weakengd and 
— 4 PE woundet the Proteſtgi far ty, theu weapons be. 
Toſan-p1g.902. Ig rurditd cach agafoit Other, rhis.made'them a 
Melc.ad vita gratefull ſpeRacle totheir enemies, this ſtreng- 
#e11.P42 ++** thencd the Popith ſides they placing more con- 
fidence intheircauſeby 'helſe differences thanin 
all other wayes belides. This Sacramentarie con- 
rroverſie kindled ſuch a.fire in many Reformed 
Churches, that it even burnt them up, andturucd 
them much afide from that true edification which 
1sin Chriſt, and in the praiſe of godlineſle: 
And hath proved ſuch alaſting fite, that it isnpt 

quenched till this day (although thoſe Churches 

have had ſword, famine, and Peſtilence, to put ic 

' out.) Now in our dayes in this Kingdome, the 
chicfe queſtion is about theChwrch and the diſci- 

plineofthe Church, aud our Controverſie may 
ficly be tearmed the Diſciplinary Controverſic, 
Sr? team which however. it differs from the Sacramentary 
25den: diſſidia 1N the ſubje& matter, yer it js too. like it inchec 
__ ; "Fu manner,8& way of it,being likely to bring forth as 
lia, b-ftiun fad births and fruites as did that? What? Is it not 
conpendias fo,that we do ſee already (that Emay ſpeake witli 


pablica ire Gi- 


we incendi;, 17/4r09e) that our differences about the Church 
F and 


</ / 
-” 
S, 
# _ 
EP - 
x 


SS 
* 
= 


: 


The Epiſtle Dedicatry. | 
and Diſcipline are the loſſe of friends, the-gaing Jus F11c.0, 
of etiemies, and the publicke: flames of Diving ©" 4) 
wrath > Thegreat differences in this Kinzdomg 
about the Church and Diſcivline, are one of the 
{addeſt ard preateft ſymptomes of Gods diſ plea« 
fure againſtus.” Theſe contentions and opinions; 
make us forget the proper cauſes of God, ant 
that maine building up of one another, which is 
infaith and love, fo crafti! y doth that old Sergj i 
pent know how to detude our ignorance; (as [ud ac mp, 1 
ris ſpeakes upon alike caſe, ) Oh there is ſuch 1 en : 7 
fire kindled in this Kingdome about theſe points? © * 
that nnſeſe the Lord looke downe from Heavens 
andgraciouſly be pleaſed to quench it timely, ir 
may hazzard the burning and conſuming all.Now! 
itisthe duty of all the Sonnes of Sio» to endeat; 
your 19 thetr places, the putting ou this fire, bey 
fore it goe t00 farre, as by po-yring out buckers 
of teares and praycrs before the Lord, fo by all 
ther goo wayes, but eſpecially ofthe Miniſtcrs: 
ofthe Goſpe1lby all meare ,both by themſelves; 
and by ſtirringup of others ro doe it, The firi-; | 
ous conſideration of which hath ſtirred up 1n me, 


Rrong reſolutions, to lay out my ſelfe ( accord-x 
ing tothat meafure of the giſt of Chriſt be Tow: 
ed upon me.) -for the healing of this {chiſine, and} 
quenchinz this fire. Now the firſt borne of this; 
kind-(rthouzh not the firlt conceived ) 15 this? 
preſent Treatiſe againſt 71d-peniant Government, y 
and the Toleration of it, which I herehumoly pre: 


feinro this Honourable Houſe, ſubmitting it tos 
crious C onfidera-? 


yourPraye: [udgecnents, -and | lera-? 
"ou 2 Jug A c1ONs!; 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. __ 
tions, humbly deſiring your Acceptance of it: 
Now the Reaſons moving me to take this bold. 
nefle, to Dedicate this Booke to your Honours, 
arctheſe, Firſt, that great aad generall liberty 
you grant of free acccfle to your Honourable 
Houle, unto all rankes of perſons, ia this King- 
dome, both by Petitions and Bookes. Secondly, 
that hereby I might take an occaſion to teſtifie 
my humble duty and thank<tullneſſe unto, to- 
gcther with my high choughts aud eſtimation of 
this Honourable Houſe for all che Indefarigable 
paines and care beſtowed oa the Publicke , See- 
ingthar by You(under Gd, aud the Kings moſt 
Excelleat Majeſty) I, and bundreds of my Bre- 
thren, enjoy ſo great quietneſle and freedome in 
- our Minittcries, Eſtates, Perſons, (after ſogreata 

ſorme) and that very worthy deeds are done,both 
to us, and tothis Nationby your Providence,we 
accept icalyayes, and inall places, moſt Noble 
Pat i >rs, with all thankfullneſſe, and here I of- 
ferto you the firſt truites of my labours, as a [a- 
ſting Monument of Gratitude, Thirdly, that by 
preſenting itto You, both my ſelfe and Bocke 
might here take Sanctuary, and have your Pro- 
teRion againſt the many Calumnies and Reproa- 
ches which will becaſt upon us from rhat ſpirit 
of Separation. Neither flye I ro this Honourable 
Houſe, as if | wete conſcious to my felfe of any 
crimes or juſt grounds of ſuchrevilings ( for had 
I not Innocency and Integrity in my ations,and 
intentions, [ durſt not preſent this Booketo this 
Juſt and Honourable Houſe, as knowing well 


you 


? 
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T be Epiſile Dedicatory. : 
you are arefuge onely for Innocent and oppre# 
ſed perſons, and perſons who ſeeke the Publick 
) Or, as if I were not fore ar ed to beary 
3 I know whom I ſerve in this worke, ang 7 oln 
that therefore, whoever doth willingly detraG »«, — wart 
from my name, doth but adde to wy reward, | 444 1h 
know alſo tis a Royall priviledge for 2 man tg irs owe 
beare il! when he hath donewell, and I have long *<e wm 
agoe given my backe tothe ſmiters, and by the 
gace of Chriſt hope to beareall calumnies with 
much quietnefle of ſpirit, having in part learned: 
thatleſlon to goe through bad report { even a; 
mongſt pood men) as well as amongſt evil] mers 
andtobe counted an enemy (as Part was) : 
telling the Truth, butI therefore preſent it toyour 
Honours, and put & under your ſhadow, that {y 
your Counterance and Acceptance of it (accor» . 
ding'#s yon finde it ) may counter-ballance ang 
weigh downe with all ſorts of men,the calumnicy 
and cenfores caſt upon it, to hinder that good in» 
tended by it, and may the more commend the 
Worke to make it take with many for their fattsþ 
fRion. Fourthly, I take this boldneſle, that C13 
I might have an c pportunity, to move and ſim} 
you up, moſt Noble Worthies, to put to your 
hands for the carcly and timely compounding of 
this preat Controverſie about the Church, and 
Church Government : When fires are begun 14 
_ Cities and Townes, or Tumults raiſed, the 
athers of Families, and the Citizens run torhe 
Magiiſtrares and Governours to acquaint thega 
with the caſe, and to deſire their helje, "I 
[1 | VIZ 
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ving power to command both. Mev, Armes,VVa: 
ters, Engines, buckets from every quarter, the fire | 
1s quickely cuc, and the peace {erled, Now be 
pleaſed to ſuffer me to mind you of that. which 
few or none doe,:namely of , our, danger from cr- 
- rors. ontheright hand, the growing and-'preading 

evillofrbispreſcnrtime. Every one. mands you 
by Petitions, Sermous, Bookes, concerniog the 
Reformatioa of this Church,io Goverameng,Mi- 
niſteiy, Ceremonies, and worſhip 3. and God 
foibid that a word ſhould ever fall from my 
mouth, 0: my pen draw aline,to call you off from 
ir, Ge on ſtrocgly and fully in the. workeof 
Reformationto purge thi®Church thorow ly,and 
purely totake away all our droſſe andtinne; caſt 
out of the way all tumbling blacks,& gather our 
all things that offend, letnorhing be left to hurt or 
rodeſtroy iu Gads holy moumaipes; Break downe 
all Images and Crycifixes, rhrow.downe all Al- 
tars, remove the High Places, breake to peeces 
the brazen Serpents,which bave beene ſo abuſcd 
ro [dolatry and ſuperſtition, put out the unprea» 
ching and {candalous. Miniſters, take a courſe 
for ſetting up good Paſtors and Miniſters in eve- 
ty Congregation, and in your great Wiſdomes, 
and zeale be pleaſed to conſider of wayesto pro» 
vide oyie foral che Lampes of the SantuaryzGoe 
on Comfortably ( for God is with you, and the 
Miniſters with ſounding Trumpets of Miniſtery 
of Wordand Praycr ; and the people of God 
with you, covering youall over with earneſt pray- 
ers,and and teares, as alſo with praiſes to God 


Vu. for 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory, << 
for you and be pleaſed to remember not todije 
the worke of God by halves, or negligently, Pet 
fe& and thorow Reformation, will be your _ 
both wich God and all good men, at horik 
and abroad; and your zeale may provoke otlizr 
Kingdomes, and States, and many will ariſe 

* andcall youbleſſcd, for the good Paſtors, ard 
re Ordinances that they ſhall enjoy. Tis the 

lemiſh of ſome of the good Kings that wererg. _... - 

formers, as Aſa and Tehoſapharz But nevertheleſig 3, 9%. 

the high places were not taken away. It was the 2 Chron.15, 

praiſc of other Kings, thatthey were taken away, ;1t7., .c. 

as of King Hezekiah. PerfeRt Reformation takss non 

away all poſſibility and hopes from men, af 
bringing things backe againe, but an imperfe& 

Jeaves both a ground-worke, and faire po ibility 

upon any advantage or opportunity to returne; 

Theodoret in his Eccle, hi fHorie relates that Theodo) 

fm» that moſt faithfull Emperor, being fully ſe! ne 

tooverthrow theerrors of the Gentiles, he made 

Lawes, by which he commanded that the Tem«} 

ples of the Images ſhould be puld downe. Cops, 

fattine the great, with ſome other Emperours#/ 

who "Ia, A Conſtantine, forbad all Sacrifices:, 

; and worſhips tothe heathengods, and their Ima-3 

ves, and forbad any to come to their temples, buts 

they did not demoliſh the temples &places wher-,, 

inthey were worſhipped; ſo that #lian and Y4-# 

Ins, Empcrours who came after , did renew they 

impiety of the Gentiles, ſo that fire was kindled;; . 
| onthe Altars, anJ Sacrifices were of+!, 


TY up . . . 
Ered tothe Images: All which things when T#-0+ / 
of | * 
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Druend? ſunt 
ettam ipft cico- 
niarumnidi ne 
redeant, 


Lavin mhDearr, 


man who hath but halfe an Eye in his head, 


The fpiſtle Dedizatay. 
dof underſtood for certaine, hee did not onely 
(hut up the Idols houſes, forbidding all to come 
tothe Temples, but he did extirpare them by 


theroates, and rooke care to have them buried 
ir eternall oblivioh. It was the ſaying of Ziſcs 


the famous leader of the Thabortres, That the ve. 


neſts ofthe Storkes ate tobe puld downe, left 


they returtie againe. And thay it pleaſethis Ho- 


nonable Houſe to putge us thoroughly, and the 
rathet for his, becauſe the more perfe& our Re. 
forttd&tion is, according tothewill of God, you 
ſhall by this lay the better and ſurer ground. 
wotke, fot healing atrd compoſing the preat 
ſchiſme, and diviſtons tifen about the Church, 
and Church Government. But amidſt all your 
cared paincs in this kinde, I beſecch you caft 
an eye upon the errors and evills of the other 
hand, as Anabaptiſme, Browniſme, &c. and 
be pleaſed to take into your ſerious confiderati- 
ons the meanes and wayes how to hinder their 
growth, and ſo much the rather, in regard there 
2 0ot now in this Kingdome ( things fianding 
as they doe) ſo much danger of errors on the 
lefthand. Popery, ſuperſtition, prophaneneſſe, 
have beene fo diſcountenanced of late, ſo diſcove. 
xd, and theirnakedneffe laid ſdopen,as that Al- 
ears, Itnages, prefling of Ceremonies, and pro- 
phane Miniſters are falling of themſelves. Saran 
for this time hath Even done with errors on the 
keft hand, and their time is going our, grow- 
ihg like an Almanacke out of date. Any 
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and obſcrves the courſe of things may ſec: that! 
errors on the right hand are now comming. ont. 
the ſtage to take their turne alſo and to a theig! 
part,the Devill ſeeing he cannot effe&his ends in : 
the farmer wayes he went, be will now try others, 
83 Theodorer ſpeaks inthe caſe of Neftoris,that Sane, tine. 
tan gave over moving againſtthe Churchby out<#4. /ib, 4,0: 
ward & manifeſt enemies,but came under theſhowi***: 
ofthe Orthodox, and inthe habir of great ſtrict. 
nefle bewitching many & drawing the injudicious; 
common people to a deſire after him, Satan is; 
gow transforming himſelfe from an Angell of; 
darkneſle into an Angell of light, and x core, 
hee muſt uſe other kind of infiruments, and'" 
other waies, yettis to bring about the ſamej 

ings, the upholding of his kingdome and the?, _ mY 
hindring of Gods, ſo that he will now labour to Fking _ 
doe that by correQing and buildingup, which -inithe pr- 
hee did before | y perſecuting and pyllingdowne $ 0nen 0! 
(as Luther \} peakes, )In a word plainly £0 expreſſeFuounc narure 
my meaning, oncextremitie (as many examples/27 ©" fu. 
both antienc and mcderneteſtifie)(9)hath cauſed jn crror con- 
another, the Tyrannie of Epiſcopal! government 74, <2; 
in ſome Biſhops hath brought forth the Demo-.j,mures, tha 
cracieand Independencie, the violent prefling oo] dry 
ſome pretended orders hath ſet many againſt all Z,.,.c 7 (al. 


lowed up by the immenfitix of the divine nature in Chriſt, that rherg,was nor Iwo 
natures im Chri?, bur one onely, to wit, the divine nacure, Evag. lib, rhe 9, So 0- 
Fender broaching char error, that Chriit was our mediatour only acc: Faing ro the ai- 
"Me nature, Stancaus oppofing thx fell 1nt0 another error that Chil} "Was modiatot 
only according to the humanc Schluſſels de Stancar. pdg. 37- fo FlaciusÞlyricus opp 
hung Str igelius who made originall finne to be but a light kind of accidgnr, he tO ag 
gavare the moniruouſnetle of origiuall finne, fell into that errour, chatpriginall nae 
Was the ſubſiance of a many Schtuſſels: de ſeeta Marie: pag. 4- : 

| bs order, : 


f 


Polypus petre 
cuj adheſit c0+ 
lorem referens, 
Naziang: de ſe 
1pſo. 


Oreg. Nix ad 
epiſcope 


t who 


The Epiſile Dedicatory. 


order, and Satan ſeing hee cannot doe as hedid, 


the times not favouring thoſe things, they being 


owne old, and even antiquared thatevery man 
15 ready to hiffe at them, hee now goes about by 
other waics, and if he can but effe&t what hes 
in a faire way for and what he hath begun ina 
oreat mcaſurehe hath encugh. Tis reported of the 
Fiſh called * Pofypee, that it will be of the colour 
of that tone to which it cleaves, whether white 
or blacke,or any other : {o will Satan be of that 
colour and that temper juſt that the men areof 
with whom he dealcs and the times are of. (For 
beſides this that Saran hath more wayes to kill 
Soules and adyance his defignes then one, as 
when he cannot have his will by perſecution, then 


hewillattcmpr ir by ſchiſme and ſowing diviſi. 


on amongſt miniſters (as Naz/anzen ſheweth :) 
Satan will in time bring about the ſame things 
though in another way , for Independancie will 
bring againe what now it would caſt out, name- 
ly libertiniſme, prophaneneſle, errors, and will by 

ome removes bring many men to be of no re- 
ligionatall. Be pleaſed moſt worthy Senators to 
ler metell you that the greateſt ſort of errone us 
ſpirits with all unſtable and wanton witted men, 
will be much for Independant Governmentand 
Tolerattons, and betot heir uttermoſt againſt Sy- 
nods & fctled Government : Socinians, Armini- 
ans,Anabaptiſts, Separatiſts,how different ſoc ver 
1n other principles, yet will agree in this z Inde- 
pendancie will buth breed them, and being bred 
will foſter them, And however in many men 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
who bee principall aQors in this way of Inde. ;! 
ndancie, the dangers and evills may not ſoap- -; 
peare for the preſent, there being wany things in 7 
moſt of the Miniſters lovely, which the more | 
commends this way, yet wiſe men, ſuch as this ; | 
Honourable houſe conſiſts of, looke upun things *; 
and judge of them not onely as they are for the :! 
preſent, but as they may be hercafter, and accor- # 
ingly ſetle things z that being thegreat principle ? 
i{lators goe by,to preſume that men may de- ': 
IT. things will be abufed, and therefore | - 
to provide that they may not. Allerrors com- # 
monly be beſt at firſt, moſt modeſt then, and the | 
firſt Authors of errors be commonly the beſt and 
faireſt. Eccleſiaſticall Hiſtory mentions that the * 
Novatian errors did more hurt inthe fourth Cen- # 
turic then in the third whercin it was firſt broa- ? 
ched .The followersof Nota:ws did adde many o- * 
ther errors to his, as Theodorer relates. A; minias by FER 
was more candid, and lefſe erroneons then his jr 5; 
followers, they having much improved the points, #4: + in 
as ſome Divines have ſhewed. *Be pleaſed theres /! ge, ont 
fore ro give me leave to ſtirre you up to lay thele | ron fart par- 
ſchiſmesand diviſions to heart, (the diviſions of 7}. nh 
Reuben being great thoughts ofheart) and in your j;;,.,"4., 
preat wiſedomes early to find out meanes and «jeſs 
remedics to heale the great rents about the | 
Church and Church Government, and to hinder /; 
the further increaſe of this way: God hath called |! 
you together, and continued you for this worke 5; 
among thereſt;z Noble Patriots di)e your parts, { 
and what in you lyes to conclude of ſome Ro 
*3 X 


The xpiſtle Dedicatory, 
dy way and courſe for ſetling theſe differen; 
ces. Tis the praiſe of Cyprian and Cornelius that 
by the helpe of a Councell they did indeavour 
timely to ſuppreſſe the errors of Novarus, And 
in the meane while till Church Government be 
ſetled, whether it be not neceſſary to provide by 
ſome meanes againſt the ſpreading of this ſe&, 
| andthe meetings of theſe ſeparated Aſſemblies, 
I leave it to your great wiſedomes to conſider, 
leſt otherwiſe wee be overgrowne with Ana- 
baptiſme, Browniſme and ſuch like. And I hum- 
—_ leave to _ you, that delayes in this 
kind will prove very dangerous, many falling to 
that way daily, and others by continuance will 
be ſo accuftonied to it, that itwill be harderto 
regainethem : Beſides the Independanes ly at the 
" catch and advantage of delaies, all their hopes 
and ſtrength ſtanding in this, that it will be long 
before there be a Synod, or before the Church 
Government be ſetled, boping that inthe interim 
——Wwhilſt rhings ſtand betweene two, and are unſet- 
led,they may both gather and increaſe their Chur- 
ches, and make their party more conliderable; 
and there is juſt ground to thinke they are not 
wanting to endeavour by ſome inſtruments how 
roeffeR it: The hand of [oab is ſometimes where 
tis not dreamt of. I could preſent this Honour- 
able Houſe with a ſad relation of the ſtate of 
things both jathe City and Countrey inreſpect 
af errors on the right band, as alſo beſpeake You 
by thetearcs & feares of all the godly b painful 
Miniſters ofthis Church of England: But I know 
I 


The Epiſtle Dedicatory. 
I ſpeake tothe wiſe,and tothem who are d ceply | 
ſenſible z and tis time for me totake off my hand - 
kſttheporch be too large for the houſe. Now the * 
goed will of him that dwelt in the buſh reſt up. | 
on your heads; The Lord hide you from the * 
counſells and plots of wicked men, and from © 
the raging diſeaſes of thetime, making you more 
and more his hidden ones; He make you more and +4 
more his chofen& ſanRified ones rofulfill all his 5 
tnind and to doe his whole worke both againſt , 
Ul herefieand ſchiſme,both errors on the left hand © 
and rights Hee double and treble upon you all 
that ſpirit of wiſedome, counſell, might,and una- © 
Bimite, which former Parliaments ever had. | 
The Lord ſet feet upona rock, _ rr $ 
yoar goinps z He give you an unwearicd ſpirit to - 
dug withont timing till there be a perfet * 
ling of peace in Church and Common-wealth, : 
adrill the worke of reformation ſo happily be- *: 
pun be ficiſhed. Andthe Lord recompence into | 
your boſomes ſeven-fold in bleſſings both rem- + 
rall, ſpiritual, and eternall.all your worke and -/ 
bour of love which yec have ſhewed towards 7 
his name, and towards this Kingdome. And fo : 
humbly laying my ſelfe, and theſe poore endea- * 


vows yGgur focr, 1 wi 
Your Honours moſt 


devoted ſervant 


Thomas Edwards. 
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T he Printer to the Reader, "EE 
Cood Reader ſome ſheetes not beeing ſcene by the Au- 
thortill they were Printed off, hath cauſed more Er- 
rata,both in words and points;than otherwiſe would 
have been. The moſt naateriall are here Correed, be 
thou pleaſed to mend the ret as thou readeſt, 


PAe- 1. line 18.for ele&ions read eleRion,p, a.1.6.for v. 24-7 v.21.p.5.1. 


r0.7.much.p.7.in the margent for quedr. .Adzp.7.1. 29. for had r. have, 


p. $8.1. 2zfor offices r. A < dele comma at Teacher, p. 14-1 8.r. 
commanded,p. 16 1.33.r.broken,p. rg 1.17. read geſtures, p. 2 2.1. 36. adde 
as,p. 25-1. 12. dele comma after power,p. 29.1. 8.r.combine.p 30.1.4,dele our 
of his bands, for = r-given,l.9.for ſo as it may notgr, ſo as if it might not 
P-32.1.29. dele the,p. 34.for Reaſ, ro,r.Reaſ, vr.p.z5.1. x 3.t. ſpring.p. z7, 
|. 26.dele full point at Reaſons,p.z9.1.25-read ordinances, p. 411-23 ef < 
ing for is.p,45-.1.19,afrer Church,r. as many Scriptures ſhow. p. 45. 1. 22. 

arenthehs after ir,8& not yet, p.45.1.24.oner, ſome, p. 48.1.6. forhearer. 

eard,p.49-1 1.for charge r.change,l. z.for ſeldome r.ſeldomer, p. 50.1. 2 ;, 
after body dele comma. p 52.1.28.dele the, p.g4.1.4.r. apprehenſions, 1.6, 
r.cthen,1.17.ter what, r.which. ia the margeant r.porgr enum, P, $4.1. 34, for 
- three Reaſonszr, third Reaſon. 
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. * The Introduction, + 


Ntending fully by the helpe of God, '| 
( with all poſiuble ſpeed ) 18 publiſh 


ſeveral Tratigoes aganmli the whole -* 


@® 4 


way of the Separation, for the hes- *. 

y lng of that great Schiſme, ſpy F 

up of late in this Church, 1 > ny j 

29d for thepreſent neceſſuy, to ſet forth theſe few and | 
| 4 Reaſons, ( more time being requiredgo review, 
tranſcribe, and Print larger Treaiſes,) Nowthat 
which firſt moved me tothe drawing up of theſe Reaſons, "| 
both age:n/t Independant Government;and againſt ': 
- theTalerationof it, w.i5 che credible information gi» + 
ven me of ſore Petitions drawne, to be preſented to che 
Honourable Houſe of Commons, ſor a Toleration of | 
ſome Congregations, to enjoy an Independant Governe 
ment, andio be exempt from the Government which 
ſhall be eſtabl:ſhed by Law: Now thaugh, I believe, 
lope and pray daily, that God will keepe that Honours 
le Houſe from ever giving any Countenance, muth 
Vt granting any ſuch Petitions, yet conſidering how 
many there are of that way, ſome Ithabiting mn this. 
Kingdome, others, who are come oo in:0 England 
DD, on 


—4 


'S 
#; 
\ wa 


01 yarpoſe oe , being fan: as def engers of thery Charibes 
20 Wag00: a. 64 te. he, objer ving how d:li. 
oth and ces they. fawn, by th ateuing 
eltminſter, by znſinuating themſekes into the 
company af ſundry Members of the Houje of Commons, 
by Preadhrng often a: Weſtminſter, the more to in- 
gratiate themſelves and their cauſe; Printing alſo theix 
of a Toleration for Independant Govern- 
ment, and that with cafting of div: upon the Reforma» 
tion and Government of thy National Charch, what 
ever i3 way be ( 45 witneſſe the Proreſtation Prote- 
fied:) 3, « MinePer of the Goſpel, and i _— 
fas it ibeſe many yeaves laf} paſt, being one who aeſires 


6 free 4 paſſage of the Goſpel, and a through a Re fore 

mation, according to the wilt of God, as any of them , 

baverbought it " duty, that 1 might diſcharge a good 
0 


Conſcience to God, audio the Kingdomeyo Print theſe 
Reaſons at this tame, that ſo when any of thoſe P e1:tions 
come io be propounded in the Houſe of Commons, wnder | 
ſpecrom pretences and fairepretexts, there may by theſe 
are 4 Snake under the greene graſſe: Nei- 

_ 1 this 4s if I would intimate, that that H0- 
able Houſe conld be taken with colours, and faire 
gleſſess 1 know that great Body us ſo full of wiſdome, 
and ſo Eagle eyed, ibat they can both ſee into, and forts 
ſee a farreoff, the many evills and miſchiefes of Inde- 


m_—_ and Toferations. But I ſupj ofe theſe Rea- 
fone way bave Alter wſe among ſome, 10 furniſh them 
the more with grounds again # ſuch Petitions, for ſa- 
algfying alſo [cruples inflited by the Independant men 
into ſome Others; as alſo to demonſirate to the Peti- 
119ners, the unreaſonableneſſe of their demands : My 


dame - 


The IntroduQion' + tt 
dime therefore us, by this feBowing diſcourſe, Iumbl > 
to crave leave 10 enter in the Honourable Houſe of; 
Commons 4 Cateat, both againft Independart Go: 
vernment of Particular Ce ngregations,and againſt -; 
their Toleration , and ro ——_ to the Houſe a Writ® 


of Ne admitras, feicht out from the Cert of Hegss' 
vew, and from the Records of Holy Scripture, 


YR Is. | EE 146 
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- Reaſons Againſt 


THE 


Independant government; 
OF | 'N 


Particular Congregations, 


fe hontath 


Reaſon. T. 


xc H E Churches gathered and con- [ 
@ ſtituted by the Apoſtles, watered ;- 
N by Evangelilts, and Prophets,; » 
VU and atter planting and watering, 2 
& having Paſtors and Teachers,4 > 
® with all other Othcers, as they | 
WH lay, ſet over them by the Apoltles 
ERS and their owne Eleftions: Yet; 
ic is evident theſe Churches could # 


not well and nor ſublilt of themſelves with all theſe Ot- © 
ficers, but many of them had bezne much ind angered, 5, 


and ſubje&t to have beene ruined , if ſome others bei1des 3 
B | thele # 


Reaſons againſt Independancy, 
theſe Churches and 1 0gehe rw"age upon occaſions in- 
ſefandchar tively asthe E 
"ite ted £1ders of other Churches, Ho 
by the dflogf ihe Apfieandby many Epilless 19 Co 
1:1#h, Galatha, Coltoians, Timothy, T itw: 15. Mts: 2, 
Coy, 13. 90. ver. 24. 2. Cor. 13. Chap. 3. 2:10. ver,. © 
The ary whereaf I hall evince more: largely 
hereafter. Now if theſe Primitive Churches who 
back all the officers, and were ſetledby the Apoſtles 
ind! peynts en bo Chriiſts order, pet inthoſ 
timts<aftd net dodwedl Independantly, how eanzwee 


thinke that any patticular congregation in theſe times 


( which cannot be ſo ſeded having no Apoſtles nor any 
infallible mento podegy ) ow _ well without de- 
hence cle? Aid though It will beſaid thafe extracrdi- 
nary Officers be now ceaved, yet let them conſider whe- 
ther there is notneed of forhe way to ſupply this want 
to the partionſar Churches now : But jt it be ſaid that 


the Officers of Paftors, Teachers, Elders, with 
the body of the Congregation will ſuffice for the go- 

verning every particular congregation Independant- 
' ly; TothatI anſwer according to their Principles, In 
the Apoſtles times there were all theſe Officers in par- 
ticular Congregations,and fetled ina perteCt way, and 
yeforall par Legy ar Churches neededa R__ 
cy wpon A , Evangelifts, a = 
rs of other Churches, and Ie.» rggr T inware 
tet over the Church of Eph: fo and Crete : now though 
fome of theſe be ceaſed, and ſo this power may beeca- 
ied, as it was fn particular men, yet that the Gage” 
gations ſhould not need it now in thefetimes as well as 
then, no folid Reaſon canbe'given, bur uhere is much 
more reafon for it now, which therefore mult bee in 
ſome other way, 'be it Synods and Conncels, to ſupply 
the defe&s of each particular, by the Conjun&ion of. 
*he whole, -thewhole helping every part, and ſiupply- 
wg Whatis lacking to itzand this I hath = = 

ren 


Reaſons againſt tadependancy, ; 


ſtrength in it,itf we con(iderthat the Churches in the A- 


$ times were Churches Cs: being all one $a 
p im every City,orin every Church, T 3.5.14. AG, 23, 
which Churches alſo had good ſtore of Preaching Miv/ 
20. D. 36,37. Compared with ver. 28, So that in alf 


amonglt them, as eppeares by As 13.9.1. 4 
caſes of Dofrine and Diſcipline, having many Mini. 
{rs to reſolve and raves matters, and to pas. 
ryed diem with the more gravity and authority, they 
mnight have fubfilted the better Inde tly, whereay 
molt particular Congregations; now have but gw Miz 
ailters, oncor two, nay, according to their Principle; 
_— may be ao - —_ at _ and yetthe(; 

ngregations mu ant, having all powe;} 
and 0+ AAR Independantly, before Officers as wel 
As after. | 


. 


} 


3 
"1 


i — —— 
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Reaſon. II. 4 


Hat Governement and power which canſcs men t5 
runne mpon the manifeſt violation of the conſtayt 

pratice nd « example of the Churches during all the 
time of the Apoſtles,and puts Churches upon praQticis 
that are ablard, unreaſonable and prejudicial to the 
pood of their Sonles, that government is not of divige 
ieution, nor to be received : but ſuch is the Indepeq- 
dant power , and government of particular Congie- 
gations: The major is of nndoubred Truth, and will Je 
denyed by none, for the minor I will prove it inthyfe 

folfowin Fife ces. * 
Firſt, Independancy forces them either to hzye 
Miniſters and Officers without being ordained, cqn- 
trary to the pratice and examples of the Churchevall 
alonsin the New Teſtament, as the 6. Afr 2.6. 14.417. 
23. No man ever being an ordinary Officer inghe 
Church, withour CO let them. produce gne 
| 2 


inſtzpce 


4 Runs agwinft Hidependancy. 
inſtance ifthty can : | hence the mot learned: Divines in 

zanch.in.4.pr. reformed Churthes tell us, that no man ought to be ad. 
P-777-778. mitted to an ordinary fimEion in the Church unleſſe 
Cate. Inftit.th. ctiey be lawfully called, andrhar- lawtall'calling ftands 
pIreY ' mOrdination-4s well as Ele&ion.:' Bat: becauie theſe 
may be rejcfed by them, Jet us heare one of their owne, 

Reb.Apol.ca.n, namely Maſter Robinſon, ſpeaking, T hou art not a Pa- 
18. ſtor but by a tawfull Calling: T hou art called a Paſtox 
( that is eleed, and ordained) or elſe it their Offcers 
be-ordained,: iis by' the people, cveni by fuch who are 
not in gffice, which.is exprethgagain(tthe conſtant pra- 
ile of all the Churches inthe New Teltament, as ap- 
peares by the 6. AF 6. 14. Ads 23. 171 im. 4. 14. 1 
Tim. 5.22. 1 Tit. 5. and it can ncver-be ſhownc in all 
the New Teſtament, 'that the people ever attempted any 
ſuch thing; thus Zanchivs ſhowes that this is to be vb. 
ſerved in Scriptures, although ele&ion of Miniſters 
was made by th whole Church, yet hands were never 
* Zavbing.pr, impoſed but by the Minjſtery and Presbytery, this is 
7 $6, cleare in the As & Epiltles of Paw: and the people can- 
notdo it,becaule rhe leſle is. bleſſed of the greater,& they 
wholay hands on. and make Miniſters, ſhould be greater 
in place and Authority & not leffe, as the common Pco- 
ple be:and though it be granted(as Cameron ſpeat es)that 
an.cquall may makeand ordajne an equall,yet he whois 
an Inferior,cannot a Superior. . And thus to maintaine 
Independancy they breake the Ordinance of God, and 
violate that Order & conſtant way of the calling of Mi- 
' 126 BP Wo niſters Recorded in, the Word. , And I deſire them hut to 
cleep.27. con{ider inthe feare of God, what Maſter Robizypn writes 
in the fourth Chapter of his Apology,. and ] kyow they 

muſt forlake their Helena of Independancy . upon this 

reaſon, (and all the ſhifts they have-under | aan a 

a Org grows _ agpechem ) Tis Regen ns 

me(taith Robinſon to departt but alittle fromthe 

any palin a, prafice and la of x wag (excepting al- 
«+ p.47- Wayesetraordinary things) in any thing that e _ 
cclelts 


| Calv.hib, 4.0.3, 
7.16, 


Reaſons againſt Independancy.. 

Ecclefiaſticall, though never ſoſmall, what things ſoe- {; 
ver,by whom ſoever, or under what colour ſoever they. \, 
be invented : Now Ordination cannot be held cxtraor- 
dinary and temporary, neither is jt by then,and tis held 
to be an Ecclelaaliica!l thing alſo, and ccrtaine!y none {; 
of the lealt among Ecclcliaiticalls,in matter of order and ? 
decornm, there being not any one thing concerning mat- if 
ters of Order, that hath ſocleere and conſtant prafice 
as this; I amſurcal! their whole frame ot Church and 
Diſci line, hath not ſo muth ground in the Word for 
it as this, namely, that Minilters ought to be Ordained, 3&y., ;,9;.1:; 
and that by Minittcrs of the Word, So Calvin, although j rap. 3 ſech, : 
there be no cxpreſle precept concerning the impoſition #6: 
of hands, yct becaule we ſee it was in; perpetuall uſe by »: 
the Apoltles, the ſo accurate obtervation of it by them * 
ought to be to us Initcad of a command. So Zanchim 
Feaking of Impoi.tion of hands in ordination, faith 7 


us, that this in many places is rejeRed, together with #\onch.in 4, pr 
p 5,7 877Þ 


Aga = 
* 


fl 
- vi 


other ceremonies, I never approved nor can approve. I 780,7 
know there is no exprefſe precept concerning this thing |; 
but. notwithſianding I would have the examples of the |: 
Apoltles.,and the ancientChurch more to beelteemed of, |? 
yea they ought to be tous inſtead of a.command : and t; 
in another place he ſpeakes,tis certaine, tis riot a vaine 
ceremony but the holy Spirit is preſent, and to per- +? 
forme thole things inwardly, which are {ignited by this 3% 
ouwward Rite: And yet it Ocdination were buta very #"//: 1-rap. 
little thing, but a Ceremony, the ence of calting,ftan- *7 
ding in Ele&ion, and that but the conſummation of it, !: 
nothing but the ſolemine introdution of the Miniiter + 
Into the free exccution of his calling, | yetit Matter Ro- :; 
binſor may be bdlicved, and your (elves in other little 
things, we muſt not depart from Chrilts way, or goc 5 
any other way,in things concerning his houſe and Off- 
cers than he hath dire&ed,and yet behold in this either Þ 
Miniſters are not called according to the ſcripture wan- 2 
ting that part of their calling, namely Ordination, or; , 
B 3 elle,* 


ww 
#» © 


3 anchius in 4. 

Precepr.p.7 $4. 
Ameſtus lib, pr. 
medul. cap. 39. 


Queſtion, 


eaſt opdinf Independent. 


elle,if they be,it is in another way than the Apoſtles or 


Churches of Chritt ever praiſed, behold how this In. 
dependancy cauſes men to depart farre from the praQice 
of the Apoſtles. And I dehire they would ſhow for 
what reaſon P awl left T 3:45 at Crete, to make Miniſters 
incvery City, if Ordination were not neceſfary for all 
Miniſters of the Goſpell under the New Teltament, or if 
being neceffary, it might be performed to Miniſters by 
the people without rs : Tis might have beene 
imployed better to have gone along with Paw”, Preach- 
ingand helping to convert others, and mi ph have wel! 
left the Churchesin {rete, either to have had Miniſters 
without Ordination, or el(e left the People to Ordaine 
them. 

Secondly, this 1 dancy cauſes them to fall up- 
on praKiſes abſard and unreaſonable, as namely either 
their Miniſters maſt not. firſt be examined trycd and 
known tor their gifts and abilities before they be made, 
which is contrary to the Scriptnres, 1 7m. 3.9.10. the 
mutt firſt be proved, and if it hold in Deacons, muc 
more in the Miniftersofche Word,and of this they may 
read Zanchins, Calvin, Ameſiws,and generally all Divines, 
orthey wuſt be judged of by the people. Now how can 
the people three or toure viſtble Saints, or more, joy- 
ned intoa Church, examine and try the learning, gifts, 
ſoundneſſe of men for the Miniftry,who are themſelves 
ignorant inall kind of Learning, and maybe weake and 
injudicious? it is againſt the light of Nature and right 
reaſon that hn men ſhould b: examined and difco- 
vered for their abilities by them who kill not thoſe 
things,andarefar below them in knowledg:we ſee in all 
Arts and Sciences, men arc examined and tryed by them 
of their owne Artsandcallings,and not by others, who 
have no knowledge in them: So Zanchiws giving reaſons 
of the neceſſity aabecke before ordination,comes 
to propound by whom this examination is to be, to 

which heanfwers; By him who is judged to be __—_ 
| | wi 


Reaſons ag ainft Independency. a 
with "<4 meaſure of the Spirit, havingalſo o- * 


ther 
would therefore have T izuth; to know them well who 4 ba quod 
P;Titores 191+ 


are to be ordained, for examination belongs to the moſt £77119: 
tr periinet &@ gs 


zkilfull, and they who are of moſt Authority. But pL 
theſe vilible Saints,the Church being oft times —_ Og 
injudicious, meane, for parts and education, aptto be Fiborinars 
wroed quickly, and taken with faire ſhowes and good *: 
expreſons,may and doe chufe, weake, ignorant, unfit if 

men for Patteurs and Elders, whereby the Church may 

deled -imto errors, kept in a low eſtate, ſo as they can- 7 
pot grow up in grace and knowledge, as becomes a i* 
Church of Chriit; there may be alſoall barbarouſneſie | 
and diſorder tor wantof gitts in government in thele +) 
weake Officers, all which tends to the prejudice and ha- 
zard of the Soules; hence this is given as the great rea- |) 
ſon by Divincs ot the examination of Miniſters before * 
Ordination and that to be by learned and able men, be- | - 
cauſe as there is nothing more profitable to the Church , * 
then good Paſtors, ſo nothing more pernitious then bad , / 
and unlearned Miniſters. Secondly,ſtuppole they might ; 


chuſe well,namiely able men both for _— and ſound- | =_ ins Þr. 
b17 54. 


neſſe in the faith,and it were lawtull alfo tor the people *! 
w ordaine, yet it may ſo fall out ( according to their |; 
| _—_—_ Xo Church)that theſe vilible Saints cannots 
rdaine Offcers,as having no gitts of prayer for pub- 
licke, eſpecially not able to conceive prayers, concerning E 
the ation in hand, namely, the Ordination of a Mini-;z 
ſer, neither had they any gifts to make publicke exhor-/7 
tations and admonitionsto the Paſtor of his duty, nor % 
beable to know what to ſay to him, at the admiſſion of 5 
him into his Cflice : What ſhall be done now ? ſhall the? 
worke be ſtaid , and the Church wanta Minifter till fhe# 
be able to doe theſe workes and duties? They may for , 
ought can be ſaid, be long, nay ever without Minilters, 4 
and ſo without Preaching of the Word andSacraments, . 


which cannot but be very prejudicial co their me, 
| ut! 


yters preſent, who are Jearned and pious:Paxd 2jnch.in 4. pr. 


Reaſons againſt Independancy, 

But to grant them that which needes not be granted ac. 
cording to their principles, that this Church ſhall have 
ſome Offices, as ſappole a.ruling Elder, yet when a Pa- 
ſtor is © be choſen, theſe Elders who havea gift in g0- 
vernment,may not be able nor competent to try and exa- 
min> the gifts and parts ofa Paſtor : nay yeeld them to 
havea Paitor,and the Church would now chufe a Tea- 
cher,one ſingle Paſtor though able in his gift of Exhor- 
ration and application may not be 10 able to try the 
gifts requiſite toa Teacher, whoſe gifts muſt be forex- 
poſition and controverſies to prelerve pure No&rine : 
Hence Ameſius ſpeaking of calling of Miniſters to a 
Church, ſaith that here is need of dire&ion and he! 
of Presbyters bothof the ſame Church,and for the moſt 
part of thz Neighbour Churches. Burt if he were able 
to try and examine, yet how ſhall this Teacher be or- 
dained, there being but one Miniſter, if Miniſters of 
Neighbour Churches may not joyne alſo? conſider if 
they doe not fall into that which they complaine a- 

gainſt in the Epiſcopacy, namely for one man to have. | 
the ſolepower of Ordination : So that by all theſe Par= 
ticulars you may ſee the Aﬀſumprtion proved. 


— ——_ to - — = « - ww — 
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Reaſon, ITT. 


WT Is not to bethought that Chriſt would inſtitute 

ſuch a government of his Church which affordsno 
helpe, norallowes no way or remedy, no notforone 
time or prima vice, tor innocent perſons that are wrong- 
ed, but where bing no place tor appeales the parties 
oppre:iing. muit be the ole Judges of the cauſe. Iris 
counted an unequal], unreaſonable thing, in governe- 
ments, that parties ſhould be judges at all, much-lefſe 
the ſole, and that there ſhould be no way for perſons 
oppretled to b-righted. But now in this Independant 
Church Covernment, thereis no rcliefe, no not at firit, 


for 


Reaſons againſt Indepindancy, j 9 
for injured perlons,nor way of appeale to others who /* 
be not parties to heare their cauſe and determine - here jj 
onely parties are Judges and no others may be admitted: 
As for initance,in one of their congregations, the grea= 
telt number of that Church (as it doth and may oft fall] 
out ) is againſt the Paitor or Teacher, and ſome other%$ 
members upon a difference in ſome points of dofrine,s 
and being the greater number, the Elders alto takings 
part with them, they procced molt unjuſtly to cen-% 
ſures of deprivation and excommunication, Now ital[; 
the power [ye independantly in this particular Churchg! 
foas there may beno other as Synods to appeale nnto,, 
to heare the cauſe and right them, this Miniſter and; 
brethren thus cenſired muit lye under theſe oppreſli-!, 
ons without all remedy, and be debarred fromthe or« 
dinances of Chriſt withont helpe ; what remedy there is) 
inſuch caſes as this we delire them to ſhew us, and that*; 
ſuch caſes as this may not, anddoefall out, cannot be; 
denyed : Now that Chriſt ſhould inſtitute ſuch a go<, 


vernement in his Church, where *tisunlawfull for any 7 
df Cameron. Non 


but parties properly ſo termed to be ſole Judges, and os 
where there is no poſſibility of redreſſe for the innocen | Ate 
incaſes of injury which may and do ordinarily fall onty'7,7,, c;i- 


is not a thing to bz imagined by reaſonable mien;tis ſposJtum (qui mn 
eſt perrurbatio- 


ken of by theſe men for a ſtrange prattiſe in the Biſhopy; 

that they ſhould be Judges in their owne cauſe and give, arg 
yotes in it(though yet there be beſides them, three timey,,,1;,;,) .0/. 
their number of voyces in- the houle of Lords) howge Fuliciaeſe 
much more unreaſonable may they judge it in theix;pene: plebem, 
way of Church governement, where parties who | rg 
Judges be greater in number, ſo that I may ſpeake of 4,11 ,7.5.5 
the Independancy of their Congregations as Cameron permybarionem 


ſpeakes of the popular government of their Congregas accipere debet ; 


mon dare leges, 


tions *, It is not credible that our Lord Tefus Chriſty, be 
who is both King of Rightconſnefſe and King of Peace5;1;-.,nm fer« 
would have government to be in this way, whi 
no neanes nor way for ts" nefe nor pea 


ch hath re. Dic Ecelel 

ce in hit |pag-21, 

Churct 
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Church , beſides the praice of the Church of Amioch 


(recorded in Scripture for our exampleJis againt it,and 
gives us ground for appeale to others out of: that 
Chburch,and not to have the parties the Judges, A@; 
15.1,2. becauſe the diſſention and diſputation was be- 
tweene Pax! and: Barnabas, and them of Fudea, who 
taught Circumciſion ; therefore, the Church of Ay 
ztioch thought it not fit that Pax and Barnabs ſhould 
determine and end it, but-ſent to others, Apoſtles and 
Elders, who were not parties againſt them of Jude, 
and they ſhall determine for themall : Elſe had not the 
difſention and diſputation beene berweene Pan and Bare 
#abas, and certaine of Fxdea, and that in the pecan 
Church of Antioch, they were able to have determined 
it without ſending to Feruſalem, but the Church judg- 


ed it uncquall, that they who were the parties in the. 


controverlie ſhould be the Judges. 


—_— —_—— 
_— — 


Reaſon.. I V. 


tt 


*He light and Law of Nature with right reaſon is 
' Þ againſtthe Independancy of particular Churches, 
ditaring & leading us to dependancy,a ſubordination 
and a conſociation in government. In all ſocicties and 
bodies it is thus by the difates' of Nature, and it is 
found neceſſary amongſt bodies naturall, and bodies 
policicke,that the (everall parts and particular mcnbers 
doe joynein one for the good of the whole, and that 
the whole being greater then a part, the ſeverall parts 
ſhould be ſubja&to, and ordered: by the whole: as in 
a mans body, the foote, though ir. hath ics $proger uſe 
and operation, is dreſſed, lanched and ordered, 
by iclelte, but by the hands and«cyes: In Cities and 
great Townes, though there be - ſeverall Companies 
who have Orders and Government: among themſelves 
it ſome particulars, yet they are infuboraation, and 
in 


nor. 
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Reaſons againſt Independancy, 
ina conſociation with greater aſſemblies, in more high 
and difficult caſes for the preſervation of the whole : In 
Common wealths and Kingdomes, though ſeveral! 
Cities, Townes, Counties, have Courts,and their par- 
ticakar governments, yet all theſe Courts are ſabordi-= 
nated to higher, and al! theſe joyne and are conſocia- 
ted together in ſome choſen ont of all, as in Parlia- 
ments: In Schooles of learning there be ſeverall Col- 

esand Houſes who have Maſters and Officers of 
tir owne, yet there is a confociation of the chiefe of 
all theſe, for the government of the whole: In armies 
there be ſeverall Companies and Regiments who have 
theirdiſtinCt Captaines and Officers,and yet upon great 
alzu[ts, exploits, they are conjoyned all in one, and 
have'z councell of warre out of ſeveral! Regiments, co 
atviſe and determine upon waighty occaſions : Parri- 
cular _ have their owne Maſters , and Pilots, 
and =_ Ons, and yetall joyne into one Navy, for 
theſafety of the whole : Ar hr Familics had all power 
and pgovernement within their owne walls, but when 
they encreaſed (though Families havepower ſtill of 
corretion, tood ) yet they joyned to be governed by 
Mapiſtrates, and ruled in greater caſes of lite and death 
goods: Why ſhould notthis hold then,& belawtull 


_ 
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inthe Church, in greater and waightier matters? cſpe- 
ally ſeeing themſelves affirme that therr Churches are 
Bodies, Spirituall Corporations, Cities, Families, Ar- 
wyes, The Church is a moſt free Corporation Spiri- 


therefore it mult be, as it is with Corporations, and 
bodies Politicke, they mult chooſe their owne Mint- 
ters, the Miniſters can onely Preach authoritatively 


i# their owne Congregation,as the Magiltrate 0 


can onely adniinilter h | 
articular member mult enter into 


not at De'ph, Every pa 
covenant the Church, when admitted a member, 
| C 2 


tall: anddoe inferre many of their prattices from x\gpcns Ca- 
this, thattheir Churches are bodies and focieties,and reckyyme, 
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- Reaſons againſt Independaxcy, 
becauſe'whcn men are admitted into a budy, or foci 
civill, they make not onely a Covenant, but doe ot- 
ten adde therero an Oath. Themlelves teach al(o,that 
as Church Diſcipline is to be learned trom the plaing 
and perte& Word of God : 16 inſuch particulars ag 
are common to the Church with other tocieties, it js 
to be direed by the light of Nature, the Church obſer- 
vingalwayes the generall Rules of the Word, and fo 
this is brought as the maine ground tor their Church 
covenant (though there be neither precept- not praftice 
of it, inthe Word ) namely the Lawes and 1ules of Na. 
ture which doe run along with, and arealike common 
to things Spiritual] and Humane, fo farre as buth are 
found to agree in one common nature togcther, four as 
when God made ſpcaking to men in a publique aſſem- 
bly (as is that of preaching or prophecying) a ſacred 
Ordinance inſtantly did all the -Lawes of Nature, and 
right reaſon that ſerve to regulate and conveuiently 
concurre to all orderly ſpeeches and Orations of men 
in publique made, they did all fall upon this Ordi- 
nanceallo, as to ſpeake-aloud, not to ſpeake two or 
three at once, &c. So ſay in this point, when God 
required governement and Diſcipline in his Churclr, 
thoſe rules and pratices of governments, which accor- 
ding to the light of Nature and right reaſon are in 
commou-wealthes and ſocieties were warranted for 
the Diſciplineof the Church, eſpecially the Church 
obſerving the genera!l rules of edification, order, peace, 
&c. which Synods, and Counſells apparently tend to, 
{ſothat I may affirme of dependancy (as is ſaid by them 
of their Church covenant) it.is ſo | from being any 
thing above thatwhich is written, that it rather comes 
within the compaſle of the Apoſtle, it needed not at all 
to have bene written 1 Theſc.4. 9. Yeare taught of God 
in a Law Spiritualized, who alſo hath full roundly 
taught us to acknowledge, if we be ſpirituall, yea but 

rcalonable,ſuch difates of Nature, and right reaſon in 
things 


Tag arenft Tedepondadey, 2 
things wherein Divine Ordinances and Humane doz 
alike partake in common, to be no leſſe then the cont 
mands of God. It is afferted by ſome Divines of Scots 
land, that in ull ſuch things as are alike common to thif Vide Aſerr.of 
Church, and to the Common-wealth, and have thy >< Etwrch of 
ſame ule in both, whatſoever Natures light dire&erfy (0/ndP-154p 
the one, it cannot but dire& the other alſo; tor as thi? Fr 
_ Church is a company of Chritians ſubjc& to the Lay? 
of God, ſois it a company ot men and women, who ari; 
not the outlawes of Nature, but roliowers af theſame; ;;; ,.. 1-7 
And hence it is Ameſius ſhowes that the light of Na Tre c4p, 29. 
ture requires, that particular Churches may and ought; 
to combine in Synods, for things of greater moment |: 
So then to conclude this reaſon, and<hat ex conceſſis,the: 
God of Nature and Reaſon hath not left in his Word 
a governement againſt the light of Nature and right. 
reaſon, but ſuch is the Independent Government, at 


hath beene ſhowne at large. | 


es 


Reaſon, V. 
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of Herebe many Rules and Commands in the Scrip-, 
ture, belides the equity and Analogy of ſome pra-! #**77+:/e. 
&iſes and examples which doe require the combination *** 739 
of Churches in Synods, ſo Ameſizs confeſſes : The 
rules and commands be ſuch as thefe, Let all things bes 
done to edification,, lct all things be done decently, and in Or". 
der, 1 Cor. 14.26. 40,er, Follow after the things which make 
for Peace, Rom. 14.19. So Philip. 4-8, verſe Now if all? 
things in the Churches mult be done to ediftcation, :: 
- comely, and in order, and for peace, then certainely / 
Church governement muſt. But Synods are found to, * 
be for edification, for Peace, and order, as things of: 
good report and juit, as a ſpeciall remedy for preven-. 
ting, and healing divilions, which is not, nor cannot: 
bein the Independant Government, but many caſes fall? 


C 3 QUT; 


os 


Reafant a8 4:nſt Independancy. 

gut where there isno other remedy but ſeparation, fe 
paration being indeed the remedy of Separation, Tt is 
confeſſed by themſelves that this is a fate and prudenti- 
all way.Now athingimay be commanded by God two 
wayes, cither by yertue of a generall command, or by 
verine ofa particular command, and that is comman- 
ded,and ought to be praftiſed, which is required by 7 
gencrall precept as wdll as what is command by a 
particular, and there are many partieulars to be pra- 
Rifed by vertue of a generall precept, having no other 
foundation, eſpccially when they are found by com- 
mon experience to be ſo. The praiſes and examples 
following, are ſuch as theſe, 1 Cor, 14. 32. The ſpirits 
of the Prophets are fabjett to the Prophets : Now it the ſpi- 
rits of the Prophets in a particular Congregation, nruſt 
be ſubje& to the.cenfure ofthe reſt in that Church, then 
by way ofcquity and Analogy, they are to be ſubjeted 
to a greater company, namely, to the jadgement of all 
the Prophets, in a Province or Nation : T hus Paz, 
though an Apoltle, ſcekes to win credit and obedience, 
even to thoſe Orders,. which: hee eſtabliſhed by the ex- 
ample and judgement of other Churches, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 
L Cor. 11.16, The equity ot which is, that the Orders 
 agreed.upon by the conlent of many Churches, areof 
great. force and authority to bind: ſo Pax!, thongh an 
Apoltle, ſubnaicted to the praftice of what was agreed 
upon by theconmon conſent of Fames, andall the El- 
ders of eruſelem, ( though in the pra&ice of Jewiſh 
and legal} ceremonies ) As 21,from the 18. ver. to the 
27.ver. ' hus in a cafe of great difſention, arid diſputa- 
tion inthe Church of Antioch, As 15, 1, 2. ver, Why 
did that Church ſend to: Fermſalem for reſolution in 
that difficult caſe to: be determined, and bound by the 
decrees and Orders of the Apoſtles and Elders in that 
Synod, and were not bound, nor determined by their 
owne Church onely? (eſpecially having two ſuch ex- 
.cellent men with them as Barnabe and Pay!, whoſe 


judge- = 


zudgement = au ay, rel , 
1 ve npon Qt 12 
was done for this end, to teach 19.5 divers hn 
ches in difficulc caſes oughtto meete by their Miniftgrs 
and ſome choilemento determine of matters for thiſe 
Churches, accordingto the Word, to which all thee 
Churches ſhould ſubmit, Neither will it helpe themito 
Gay this was extraordinary ( for what Synod can (ay, 
it ſeemeth good to usand the holy Ghoſt and thoſe d 
crees bound thena who were not preſent) Not to anſiver 
thele exceptions nuw, but reſerving the anſwer tea 
larger TraRate upon this ſubje&, grant it that ſomg- 
thing in this Synod was lingular and extraordinary, 
yet this was not for one Church to ſend to another,agd 
that to their ordinary Officers the Elders, As 15.2. 
zer. tothis end that by common conſent difficult ea- 
ſes might be determinedand enjoyned upon particufir 
Churches by. more than their owne Church, for this 
muſt needs be Ordinary, and ſo binding, being an ex- 
ample founded upon rules of common equity, reaſop, 
and communion of Churches, and not upon tempor 
ry orextraordinary grounds, and that appeares hes 


(for unleſſe it were to teach. the ſucceeding Churchys 


this, and tobe a ground for Synods, and Dependay 
cy in Government, in caſes of difference and difficulty: 
| there could be no other great uſe nor end of it, for 3s 
for the ſatisfying of the queſtion, and reſolving the cafe, 
Paul alone being at Antioch, one who was n—— 
and infallibly. inſpired by the Spirit,was able of himſel 
to have ſatistyed that controverlie about Circumcifiory, 
mach more Barnabas being with him and others in thi;t 


Church. 
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He Government of the Church by Synods, is no- 


| Þ where forbidden by God in. the: New Teſtameny, 
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gut where there isno other remedy but ſeparation, ſe 
paration being indeed the remedy of Sepatation, Tt is 
confeſſed by themſelves that this is a ſafe and prudenti- 
all way.Now athingimay be commanded by God two 
wayes, cithcr by vertue of a generall command, or by 
vertnie ofa particular command, and that is comman- 
ded,and ought to be praftiſed, which is required by x 
gencrall precept as well as what is command by a 
particular, and there are many particulars to be pra- 
Qifed by vertue of a generall precept, having no other 
foundation, epccially when they are found by com- 
mon experience to be fo. The practiſes and examples 
following, are ſuch as theſe, 1 Cor. 14. 32. The ſpirits 
of the Pre are ſubjett to the Prophets : Now if the ſpi- 
rits of the Prophets in a particalar Congregation, nruſt 


be ſubje& to the cenfureof the reſt in that Church, then 
by way of cquity and Analogy, they are to be ſubjeCted 
to a greater company, namely, to the judgement of all 
the Prophets, in a Province or Nation : Thus Pax!, 
though an Apoſtle, ſeckes to win credit and obedience, 


even to thoſe Orders, which: hee eſtabliſhed by the ex- - 
ample and judgement of other Churches, 1 Cor. 14. 33. 
L Cor. 11.16, The __ ot which is, that the Orders 
agreed.upon by the conſent of many Churches, areof 
great. force and authority to bind: ſo Pax/, though an 
Apoltle, ſubmitted to the praftice of what was agreed 
upon by theconmon conſent of Fames, andall the El- 
ders of Jeruſelem, ( though in the praRice of Jewiſh 
and legal} ceremonies ) As 21, from the 18. ver. to the 
27,ver. Thus in a cafe of great diffention, arid diſputa- 
tion inthe Church of Antioch, As 15, 1, 2. ver, Why 
did that Church ſend to: Fermſalem for reſolution in 
that difficult caſe tobe determined, and bound by the 
decrees and Orders of the Apoſtles and Elders in that 
Synod, and were not bound, nor determined by their 
owne Church onely? (cfpecially baving rwo ſuch ex- 
cellent men with them as Barnab# and Pay!, whoſe 


judge- 
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ement they might have reſted upon ) Surely this 
was done for this end, to teach a ont ins Chur- 


ches in difficult caſes oughtto meete by their Miniſters 
and ſome choiſemento determine of matters for thoſs 
Churches, according to the Word, to which all thoſs 
Churches ſhould ſubmit, Neither will it helpe them ts 
Gay this was extraordinary ( for what Synod can lay; 
itſcemeth _ to us and the holy Ghoſt and thoſe dee 
crees bound them who were not preſent) Not-to anſwer 
thele exceptions nuw, but reſerving the anfiver to x: 
larger Traftate upon this ſubje& ; grant it that ſomes. 
thing in this Synod was lingular and extraordinary,, 

etthis was not for one Church to ſend to another,an$ 
that to their ordinary Officers the Elders, As 15. 2;; 
2er, - to this end that by\ common conſent difhcult cas 
ſes might be determinedand enjoyned upon particular: 
Churches by. more than their owne Church, for this! 
muſtncedsbe Ordinary, and fo binding, being an ex; 
an__ founded upon rules of common equity, reaſon$ 
and communion of Churches, and not upon tempora+/ 
ry orextraordinary grounds, and that appeares thug 
(tor unleſſe it were to teach rhe ſucceeding Churches 
this, and tobe a ground for Synods, and Dependan+# 
cy in Government, in caſes of difference and difficulty! 


| there could be no other great uſe nor end of it, for a$+ 


for the ſatisfying of che queſtion, and reſolving the caſe, | 
Paul alone being at Antioch, one who was immediate]y! 
and infallibly. inſpired by the Spirit,was able of himſelf 
to have ſatistyed that controverlie about Circumcifiony 
mnch more Barnab+# being with him and others in chat 
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nor ſpoken againſt, eitherdire&ly,orby conſequence(as 
they lay) is for one man to havethe power, Lxk.22,25, 
26.ver, For though no one Minifter,as ſome ſay,be grea- 
ter than another, yetall are- greater than one or a few, 
In Synods hereis no ere&ing or appointing of an Offi- 
cer or office in the Church, which Chriſt hath not ap. 

ointed (which 5 the exception made againſt Epiſcopacy) but 
bs are onely the Officers ——_—_— by Chriſt and that 
forme of government, which is appointed by Chrilt in 
bis Church, namely, Ariſtocraticall, here is no varying 
of the forme of Church government from Ariltocrati- 
call ro Monarchicall ; ( as they ſpeake of Epiſcopacy ) 
but the government by Synods is moſt Ariltocratical!, 
whereas the Independant way forthe molt part is bur 
cncly Oligarchicall, having but a few Officers ina 
Church, or elſe Democraticall, if put into the body 
of the Congregation : now where there is no Law for- 
bidding, thereis no tranſgreſſion, for finne is a tranſ- 
greſſion of theLaw, 1 Fob 3.4. And ſuch aQions the 
Church may lawfully doe, wherein no Law of God is 
broken, as is confeſſed by themſelves, in the fifth Ar- 
gument Of Syons Prerogative, But here is no Law broke, 
this never being ſpoken againſt, nor liable to thoſe ex- 
ceptions put in by themagainſt Epiſcopacy, but found 
agreeableto the Law and light of Nature concerning 
{acietics , to generall rules in the word of edification, 
order, peace, pureneſſe,lovelineſſe, &c, to examples alſo 
and praiſes in Scripture; and what though therebe 
not an expreſſe precept ora command in terminzs for it, 
yet not being againſt _ but ſo agreeable to it 
(as appeares by all before ſaid ) no ſober godly Mini- 
iter or Chriſtian ſhould refuſe Communion with a 
Church or ſubmiſſion to-it,and go and ſet up a Church, 
againit a Church, and foment a ſchiſme for that : for if 
they will doeſo, and will not goe upon generall rules, 
equity of Examples, light of Nature and reaſon, they 
muſt forſake being fixed members of any particular con- 


gregation 


: ob praQtice as great matters concerning external] 
nment and worſhip of what gyer Church or gover 
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ment they be of, asrhis is; natnely the Afociation af 


Churches. Let them produce a particular word for this 
order of Gods Worſhip, what mult be performed firlk; | 


at{ccond,\ what third, what fourth, and fo of thx 
relt, ard that no ordinance nor part of Worſhip may 
be ih another Order, Letthem (ifthey can ) ſhow # 
rticular Word or rule in the New Teſtament for thei 
Church covenant ( which yet isan effentiall point, 
namely, the torme of the Church) let them produes 


whatis required in the wag o_ rly, as the forme 
of excommunication, or asthe forme of Ordination, 


| leethem ſetdowne the outward worſhip and geſture of 


the externall reverence which muſtbe uſcd,and no oth& 
Way,in the ſeverall Ordinances of God, as Word,Pray- 
er, ſinging of Plalmes, reading Scriptures, Baptiſing, 
Lords Supper, Excommunication, which if they cars 


- not ( as we know they are not able, neither in/the# 


normany other things which may benamed) let the 
then learne that many things in goyernment and Diſcs 
pline, have buc generall cules with equity of- prafticez 
andifthey will notjoyne, nor have to doe in Chur 

Government,and Diſcipline, till they have particulay 
commands to walke thus and no otherwiſe, they ſhall 
Ray long enough,and be of no Church. j 
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His conſociation and combination in way of Sy 


nods is granted by themſelves, as lawfull and &&- 
ent in findry caſes aud particulars. As that og 


Church being required, 0 


othets, 
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pregation, and forſfake all Churches in the Indepens. 
\ dantway, and profelſedly joyne themſelves to no Att: 
- ſembly in theexercife of Inſtituted ning ena ge 


_ to give an account Fo | 


others; and to-be content that matters of difference and | 
Mm 
to 


te ſhould be heard by other Churches, a$ allo 
adyiſed 
alſo do&rines that arc queſtionable, tryed,and judged of 


by Synods, to-beadmyniſbed, and to be reproved al. 


incaſe they deſerve it; 4nd in caſe they will not amend, 
and reforme, upon admonitions and reproofes of Sy. 
nods and Aﬀemblies thet they are to be complained 


-ofto the Civill Magiſtrate, that be may doc his duty : 


Ameſr.lib.pr.ca. 
37 deDiſcipt. 
. - &cch. 


For this ſee Chriſt on yo Throne, _— pag. 32. exa- 
min. of Prelat. petition. 'Slons Prerog, pag. 63. Proteſt. Bro- 
tetied. Now I deſirethem to ſatisfie me in their LY nin 


they give to theſe Reaſons, what grounds they havein 


Scriptures-for theſe Praftices ; for Miniſters and Elders 
of ſevera)l Churches to gether ingreater Aſſem- 
blics, 'totheare the matters of a particular Chnrch, to 
try and judge Dofrines, - to admonith and reprove, and 
tw complaine,* and that: matters. may with common 
adviſt and conſcnt, be agrecd upon;tor thoſe Churches, 
excepting onely general] ritles and commands with the 
we gr of examples; fo that it theſe Ads 
and Worked may be done lawfnlly, then the judging 
anddetermining of cenſures and the impoktion of Or- 


deriag that the example of the Synod at Ferwſalem, or- 
dained thoſe decrees torto be kept of the Charches,Act. 
16.ver. 4, Sothat there was not onely diſcuſſion, dif-, 

tation, common agreement, but impoſition of them 3 

aides theſeaRts ( which you grant ) ſome. of them be 
Atts of Power and government, other of theſe As are 
Ghurch cenſhres, as'pubitke reproving and admoniti- 


on upon complaint, and accuſations, as .appeares by ' 
the I T im.5. 20: Mat. I8, ver, 15, T6,17. So Ameſgrs 
tells us, that the parts of Diſcipline arebrotherly cox- 


refion and excommunication: neither doth Diſcip! irje 
conlilt onely, or chiefely in the thunder-bolt of excom- 
nuuucations,bur chiefely in Chriltian corre&ion, and 


and counſclled by other Chuiches, te have - 


- _ 
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ders and Decrees, wr 17 ar yg conl- 
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E. Reaſons ap ainff Independangg. ll &g 
fall excomunication is not to be exerciſed, nnlefle £6 j 

- finne there be added contumacy. A ſo _ 7 
ons and reprootes'upon' complaints, are held Church © 
cenſures, by themſelves. Now then if Officers of othor % 
Congregations with their owne Officers may exerciſe ©! 
theſecenſures, and that which is the chiefe part of Di&- 5 

ne, and if members of other Churches ought by / 

the Law of Communicu of Churches to ſecke adviſe, © 
helpe, and to ſubmitto admonitions and reproofes, ſo ' 
a8there may be good by them, then alſo may they ſub» 
mit-to the decreeing of. Excommunications by:Synods: |. 
4ovifdiſcipline uay be lawtully exerciſed in that where» * 
in it chiefely conliits, as admonitions and reproofes by ; 
Officers of other Churches, towards members of ſuch » 
cangregation, then may ir alſo be exerciſed in that - 
wherein it lefſe.confilts, and in this you are no more © 
ſabje&in conſcience toa humane Ordinance, then you. * 
arc in publicke admonitions and reproofes. fl 
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Hey doe grant and confefſe that Chnrches of ſuch a % 
 * B& Communion andafſociation, if upon complaints '* 
of falſe Dodrines,andevill Diſcipline, made to Synods \: 
«and Claſſes,the Synods and claſſes convincinga Church -* 
.f their errors, admoniſhing, and councelling them to | 
teforme- and to cenſare the obltinate perſons among. +: 
them; if after all this they ſhall perſiſt and goeon, that _ 
then all theſe Churches ought co withdraw from them, | 
renounce communion and' fellowſhip with them, caft 5 
them off, and'declareſo much to their ſeverall Congre- 1 
gatione; Now | would know of them (avoyding ſtrife | 
"816 names, words, and formes of Excommunication J 3 
what igexcommunication; barthis ? what 1s 1ttO£X» | 
tomminicate, or to be excommunicated ; but to reje& *- 


- perſons, and not to have communion with chem, nei- #7 
D 2 ther 


Reaſons againft Independancy. 
ther in holy nor civill things familiarly? for proofe of 
which, ſee theſe places. Marth. 18. v. 17. If be neglett to 
beare the Church, let bim be unto thee 4s a Heathen or Publi- 
can. Which wordsareunderſtood by all men that would 
found Diſcipline upon this place, to be meant of ex- 
' communication.<o 2 T beſ.3.v.6.14, & 15. T hey are both 
underſtood of excommunication, and they are expreſ- 
ſed by keeping no company with them, and by with- 
drawing communion trom. them ; So that it Officers 
and Churches may doe this lawfully, then they may-. 
excommunicate members of other Congregations. So 
T#.3.v; 10. Excommunication is exprefſcd under re- 
zeting : ſo that our Independant Brethrer' fhould not 
' upon word or names, make ſo great a ftirre in the 
- Church, and maintaine a -controverbe, even to ſepa-+ 
rated Aſſemblies, when they doe yeeld the ſubſtance; 
hence it is, that one of ' them in that late Proteſtation 
.Proteſted (mobi, I ſuppoſe, no other than his fe 
Jowes ) plainely uſes theword Excommunicate, which 
- was not without a providence to make them yeeld to 
the Truth, not onely in the thing,but in the very name * 
and terme. 

' : Many othes Reaſons againſt Tndependancy I could 
ſubjoyne to theſe, as thatthis overthrowes Communi- 
on-pt Saints, as the impoſſibility of this Government 
to any Chrifiian Common-wealch or Nation, &c. Be- , 
ſides the taking of - all their evaſions: to theſe Reaſons, 
CwhichI eafily. know and foreſee)- asalfo, an anſwer 
to all their arguments and reaſgns for Independancy : 
But intending this onely for a light fea before 1 
draw up my Forces'\ta the maine; Batteſ], and ſending 
this forth but {-as a'Scout ) to diſcover the ſtrength or 
prcakenelſe of the other ſide, I wilt adde no moie, one! y 
that I doe not feare but that theſe few-Souldiers will be 
able to returne againe aliye,and unwounded, and be able 
to doe more ſeryice when they ſhall be joyned with 0- 
thers,and formed into Battalio. 
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Reaſons Againſt. 


Toleration it ſome Inde- ; 
pendant C HURC HES 


EN GLAND. 
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Reaſon, I j/ 
Hough the Scaiptares ſpeake much for {/ 
tolerating and Keering Newich another 7 | 

A i many things, both in matters of o- 
> pinion and pratice, as theſe places teſti- | 
he, Rom, 14. 1,2,3.5.& 13,14-verſes. Rom. © 
I5. 1,2. 7.ver. Epbeſq. 2,3:ver, Phil. ©: 
3. 15,16.ver, yet when differences come '. 


ther to kereſie? or ſchiſmes, and points be maintained 


by men, fo as to trouble and diſturbethe Church, then © | 


the Scriptures are expreſſe againſt their Toleration and * 


ſufferance, requiring them who have power, to hinder ! 
is 9 2067 uh 26a Rev. 2» _ 1 have afew things agoinſt 40 
3 | GN 


| Reaſon againſt Toleration, 
the:, becauſe thou ſuſfereſt that Woman Jeſabel, which calleth * 
ber ſelfe # Prophetofie 8c 3ch, ana td eance my Bervam a,” x, 
T im.1.3- fm "pn Mages atarkc Epheſus 20 teach we - 
other Dotrine, T #, 1.10. who are unruly,aud fbs 
vert whole Houſes, teaching thiggs that they ought 
not, for filthy lucres fake, theirmouthes mult be to 
ped., T it.3.10. Tits mult reject a man that is an Heretit he 
afterybt firſt and ſazopd 8Amonition, Rem,1 6. per47. Poul 
prelſes wiipihy carncit beſeeching to Marke 
them which cauſe droafions and offences, contrary to the Do- 
Erine which ye bave learned, and avoid them, (which is far 
from;tolergting them, Sd Pal writcy Gelatbiqns 
of diners a kya CI Chah! þ pared alath. 
5.10,12, Thathe whotrodbleth you ſh41l beare bis judgement 
whoſoever be be : Aud | ward they were even cv off which 
trouble you. On which words Parews gives the Expoli- 
Parew in Gal. tion, That to beare judge ent, is to be puniſhed, that us, . 
5.10.12. troublers and Wiſtyrbers of « Chyrch and people , ſhell be 
niſbed firſt of God, ond then of the Church, as alſo of the Mg- 
giſwate; and os the 12.werſe : Pawl wiſhes they were cut off 
from the Church, which rend the Church about circumciſt= 
So Caluinin on, zzbotrouble and difturbe both the orttward peace of the 
—_— 51 Wh * Chuych, as alſo your faith and con{iences : $9 Calvin, 
Independan 9 theſe tworerſer, 10. &* 12. ſpeakes thus : But let them 
men inthe beare whoever give occaſion of troubles to the Churches, wha 
 "feare of God 10 Joofenthe wntity af the F 2ith, who bre che peaceg, and © if thy 
7 1 rey haut eny right wnderftanding, let them tremble in hi, for God 


I Elly ſor Gat pronaguce by the mouth of Panl, that no Author) 
dee in bak offences ſhall be nujueniſped. - IT hey teare ang ren 
wo verſes by abautCaretemeiſion, 1 would bave them to be qutaly 
_— andP4- 2x tþ55,be condemned of cruslty, as if it were 


far-if, ve gompare the Church with one man, or a few, bow 
farre duh thet aawaigh ? for: it 44 cruclt merey; Sib re 
ferree owe nay, or afew, before the Church, &c.” Now the 
Toleation deſired, to ſet ap Churches indeperidani, 
and {eparated-from the Charehes in the'Ringd6ime, it 
513i {elfe afchile, arent; and a troubling,diftur- 
| bing 


= « Reaſons againff Taberation, 

- bingof the Church, fo it will prove more and more. 
Gand cannot be avolded;according to their principles” 

| Qices hitherto) a daily ſchilmeand rentin this'? - 
Churcb, andan infinite diſturbance, both to the ome=.! © 
ward peace,. and to the faith and'conſciences of the:; 
o_ in this Kingdome. The Church of England will: 

. beas much troubled by it, as ever was the Church of*; 
Golatia, © which will appeare more fully in the follow=7. 
ing Reaſons. And therefore there ought to be ng To-+ 

' krration; every one intheir place ought to be againttit, 4 

'the Magittrates, Miniſters, and People. The permit-' 

ting and ſuffering ofevill, with the giving of any couns |: 
tenance tO it, when men have power wn It, is.4 
to be partakers of their ſmne, 1 Tim. 5.22. the ſecand : 
Epiſtle of John, the 11.verſe. Dui no» probibet, quando”? 
priefh, uber. Hee 'thar doth nor forbid when he hath? 

wer, commands. And let me aske the Independant; 
Minit ters a queſtion or two ; Is it fitting that well mea-/ 
Ring / Ohrittia tans ſhould be ſuffered to-goc and make: 

es); and then'procecd to chuſe whom they will; 
Minitters, as {dme Taylor, Felt-maker, Button-gia-;7 

ker, men ignorant, and low in parts, by whom they + 

| hall be led into linne and errors, and to forſake the, 
publicke aJerublies, where they may enjoy worthy and Þ 

us Paſtors, atter Gods owne heart, who would = 

. feed them with knowledge and underitanding? If once* 
therebr a Toleration of Churches, itwiltbethus, butif* 

' they be hindered of all meetings, this would be preven-e * 
wd.  - So hereftes alſo maytake and ſpread in thoſe pl 
rated before they can be knowneto the Ma- : 

 *oiſtrates and Miniiters of other Churches. Do not your , 

* Peart blecd within yon to fee and heare of this forthe ;: 
| —_ ſeveralt places, and to thinke what will be !; 
| hereafter? O.mine doth, and thus if once there were a : 

Tokration,: how! many weake Brethren would perſlh | 
fwrwhom Chriſt dyed? - - Fla Ye: rl 
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Reaſon. TL, 
K. - ; P He toleration defired will not helpe to heale the 
| | -Schiſmes and rents of this Church, (which is one 
ſpeciall thing ought to be looked> unto'in this preſent 
: reformation of the Church) but will much toment 


and encreafe it. For whilſt ſome congregations, and 

"they accounted of note both for miniſters and people, 

will fot ſubmit to. the” reformation. and. government 

ferlced by Law, this wilt breed in the peoples mindes* 

many thoughts Ex natura rez,that this Church and go- 

yernment is not ordered according to the Word of 

God, but is unlawtull; elſe why ſhould ſuch men moſt 

eminent fqr gitts and graces, (as many people account 

them) refuſe to contgrme to it? ang this will prove as 

reat and as continaed a diviſion betweene the mini- 

iters and people of the Churches eſtabliſhed by Law, 

| and the Churghes tolerated,as cyer was betweene Con- 

W formiſts and Non-confaffnilts about Ceremonies; nay 
| greater, becauſe theſe are of different Churches &'Con- 


"57, pris whereas Conformiſts and non-conformiilts 
1 eld communion together in one Church, though con- | 

tending about theſe matters; and that this will certain- 

ly dronay be calily belecved and) foreſcene upon theſe 

rounds, 2 | v7: 
E. 1. Becauſe many of the people who yet be not in 
. this Church way tor their prattiſe, are yet much pot- 
ſefſed with theſe principles ob the I ant way, as 
the onely way of God, and are much looking towards 
It. Fall ada ret "6 +41 14'7) DAY: 

| © 2, The mindes of multitudes of the profeſſors in 
England, and eſpecially in this City, are upon all occa- 
2 | | lions yery apt to fall to any; way in.DoQrine or Diſci- 
| pline that is not anagly received by the Church, as 


accounting ſome ſingular perfe&ibn to be in that which 
' is newzand held but by a few, 


3. Though 


Reaſons apainifh Toleration , 
*” 3. Though the Miniſters of the Congregati 
F. CL oreadd promiſe not to preach of the c ww 
E publicke, nor in private to ſpeake of them, (which yet 
| © they will not betyed unto) yet their people many of 
them both men and women,are fo ſtrangely bold,prag- 
maticall, and ſo nightly conceited of their way (as + 4 
Kingdome of Chrilt and the onely way of Chriſt) that 
what out of thoſe mou les, and what by vettue of * 
, their relations in triend(hip, kindred, &c, there would | 
;- =-qx ia drawing of many, and many Hl oy 
.FtQcnw 
4. Theprime principles of this Church way, as 
namely independancie, liberty, power, of govern- 
ment and rule to be in the people, are mighty pleaſing 
to fleſh and blood; people generally, chiefely meane 
-perſons, and ſuch who have beene kept under, affeting 
ndancie, Liberty, Power, and Rule. 

5. Thegrantof atoleration will be madenſeof by 
them forthe {trengthning of their way to be the truth; 
aud will be interpreted in this ſenſe, that they had ſach 

rounds and reafons,as the ableſt Miniſters in the King- 
ome could not anſwer, and therefore were content 
they ſhould have atolcration, (elſe if they could have 
ſatisfied them,what needed a toleration? Jonely though 
_—_ could not anſwer their Reaſons,and had nothing 
to:ſay, yet they would not cometo them, and this will 
be ſpoken ofby their followers, that we would not bee 
convinced, though wecould ſay nothing againlt it: all 
- which will Cas a meanes to encreaſe their hde) occalt- 
* on continuall frifes, divilions, heart-burnings both of : 
” Miniſters againſt Miniſters, and people againt people, . 
{fo that in ſtead of Union and peace in the Kingdome :: 
andChurchwe ſhall have notwithſtanding all retorma- 
tion, a greater diviſion and rent ſucceede than ever be- 


Fore. 
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Reaſons ag8inft Tokeration. 


Reaſon, ILL. 
"His toleration will not onely breede Diviſions 
and Schiſmes, diſtwbing the peace and quiet of 
Churches and Townes, by ſetting them who are of dif- 
fret families, ar! in more remote' relations one a- 
gain{tknother, bur ix will indonbredly cauſe much di. 
{tacbance, diſcontent, and divitions in the ſame tami- 
lies even berweene the nearelt reJations of husbands 
and wives, Fathers and children, brothers and ft fters, 
Matters and Servants: The hnygband being of one 
Chnrch,$ the wife of another; the father of one, & the 
chikde of another; themaſter of rhe Church eltabliſhed 
by Law; the ſervantof the tolerated; one brother of 
ens Church, and another brother of another; and fo 
all Oeconomicalt refations and'dutics wil} be much di- 
ſturbed, when as they of one hoyfe, and they in one 
bed ſhall be fo divided, as that they ſhall noe be of one 
Church, nor worſhip God together in Word, Sacra- 
ments, Prayer, but apart. O-how will this overthrow 
all peace and quice in families, filling hasbands and 
wives with diſcontents, and ſerting at variance Fathers 
and children, each againſt other, weakning thar fervent 
love in thoſe relations! O' how will this occaſion dif- 
obedience, contempt, neglefts of Governours from the 
inferjors of the family, whiltthe Governours be loo- 
ked upon by them, as not in a true Church ! O how 
will this toſeration take away (for every Saint mult bee 
free to joyne himſelfe voluntarily to what congregati- 
on he pleaſe) that power, authority, which God hath 
given the husbands,fathers,and malters,overwives,chil- 
dren, ſervants; whilſt that ER joyne againlt their - 
wills to ſuch Charches, and: be ftolken from them a- 
gainſt cheip pleaſure;) rcan the Governours be a- 
ble tojudge of avs the Word,nor be certaine 
they ſanCtifie the Lords day (according as God _ 
| Lett 5 ay 


| Reaſons ay aralt Toleration, 
- layd thechargeupon them in the fourth Commandes« 
ment ) when as the children and ſervants are of other: 
Charches, ſo that by theſe and many other thingg.: 
which will he found in experience, this toleration will.: 
pervert, diſturbe, that Order of Gods owne appoin</ 
ting, namely the relations, duties, and workes of tami»: 
lies, which were there nothing elle to be fayd againkt it,” 
this were enough, God certainely appointing no ſuch. 
Church way *s is crofe to the good and peace of fami- 
lies (one orc er of God certainely not deſtroying ano-+ 
ther.)Noweh: w [trong this Reaſon is again{t this tole-'; 
ration,[ ſubr, ittothe Judgement of that Court, whicly 
bath che LegiKative power, they knowing well thae- 
both Churches and Commion-wealths are made of fa-? 
miliesall jr from thence, they being the Semis; 
naries and Nuricries for both,and ifthere be a ground» 
vm 1 for diftutbances, diviſions, and diforders; 
there, what can be firme, peaccable, or ſure? 7 
| ZONE nnd 


Reaſon. III L. 7 % 
T will be great danger of continuall Diviſions} 
| 


diſtrations,diſputes amongſt us, not onely frony 
e different forme of government. and worſhip in thet; 
Churchesand ours; but from other Doftrines and-pra+ 
&iles held by ſome of them for the preſent (as for in; 
ſtance that Saints when they dye, goe not to heave) 
where Chriſt is, but they goeto athird place; the i'ttiny; 
with their Hats on at the receiving of the Lords Sup / 
per, &c. ) and others that will be dayly broached, an} 
then their Churches being Independant and not unde? 
the government of any outof theniſelves, they will ge2 
on without being hindred; and whereas we have not? 
too many new and ſtrange doRrines, we ſhall haye ne» 
thing but errours and novelties broached and ſo greg» 
ter contentions and breaches amongſt ns. . ; mY 
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Reaſons ar dinſt Tokracion. 


Reaſon. V. | 


Hemoſt eminent Miniſters in this Kingdome for 
. 4 parts, grace, and Labours, can have little affurance 
of the continuance of their floekes to them, it ſuch a 
toleration be granted, for they will draw away their 
people, and-admit them into their Churches, andeven 
gather andencreaſe their Churches outof the Jabours 
of the beit Miniſters, the Miniſters ſhall doe little elſe 
but ſpend, ant be ſpent, for to fiemen for them, when 
Minifters have travelled in birth of children,and ſhould 
have comfort and joy-in them, then they will be ſtol- 
ten away. This toleration upon any diſcontent taken 
_ orany light occalien. of demanding dues, or preachin 
againſt any thing they like not, opens a wide dore an 
will invite them to deſert their Miniſters; and whata 
adding of the heart and diſcouragement in the worke 
of the ford, this muſt be to the Miniſters of the King-- 
dome, let all judpe. ; 


Reafon, VI. 


| con of — - bee erected ' _ 
ant, to enjoy li exemption from the 
eltabilſhed, will be vic furnch; a MT an way of 
their infinite multiplication and encreaſe, even to in- 
creaſe them 30. fold, ſo thatif the Parliament could 
like to havemore of the breede, and have a ddlight to 
have multitudes ts beexempted from the Ecclefaſticall 
Lawes of the Land, (which Parliaments never did)no 
way like this :. for we ſee within. this nine moneths 
(though there be no toleration of their way). yet ha- 
ving not beene lookt after, how. are they. increaſed and' 
multiplyed?and that there will be a mighty encreaſe up- 
enatoleration (to ſay nathing of caſting a ſnare _—_ 
F - the: 
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Reaſons againſt Tolerdtion. f 
the people, by this to make donbrs, nor nothing of the: 
wantonneſk and inſtability of many proteffours, nor. 
of the aftiveneſſe of many to ſpread theſe principles 

| that their party may be conſiderable) this may evince 
is : Ih many, it not in moſt Townes and Pariſhes it can<. 
not be helped;but that there arcand will be for many" 
yceres, men of no great popular gitts for preaching 
who alſo according to their principles, not having, 
. beenebrought up to it, cannot ſo comply with their 
people ; now many that live in theſe Pariſhes (ſeeing} 
they may keepe their houſes and places of abode) up- 
on the newes of a toleration, will for the benefit off 
more powerfull, praticall, and zealons Preaching, be-" 
take themſelves to goe to their Churches, (which liber- 
_ cannot havein the Churches eſtabJiſhed, for the, 
w (it is likely ) will provide for men to keepe to; 
their owne Minitters, where there is ſufficient prea< 
ching) and ſo will tall to their principles, and Swe 
| ſhall Lave upon this grouud ſwarmes of them. 7M 
| E 


Reaſon, VT. 


He Prime and eg. of Any of this In-; 
- & dependant way, upon which they erci their 

Church way and —_— are very prejudiciall,; 
dangerous, and unſufferable, to this Kingdome, as for 
inſtances, Saints 9x2 Saints, two or three of them or! 

more, they onely have an immediate independant po Manuſ' of a * 
wer from Chriſt their immediate head, to gather and Treatifc of the 
combinde themſelves into vilible Churches, without Chu. 
expe&ing warrant from any Governours whatſoever}, 

pon earth, as alſo being thus gathered and joyned into! 

a Church, to chule all: officers among themſelves, and. 

to exerciſe all Diſcipline and Fccleltaſticall Govern- | 
ment,even to Excomunication,without and againſt the, 

good will and conſent of 2A Magittrates, _ : 

3 [ Gt 


Reaſont againſt Tele ation: 


the Magiſtrates whether Kings and Princes, or States, 
they have no power, but in all things of the Vilible 
ChurchChritſt is anImmediateGovernour tothe Saints, 
having put none of his power out of his handsto any 
Magiltrate whatoever, but .though he hath yiven 
much power to Magiſtrates over goods, libertics, and 
lives of his Saints, yet this Spirituall power of gathe- 
riag and making Churches, aud ot the power of exer- 
ciling cenſures and Diſcipline ſo as it may not beexer- 
ciſed without their power and-leave, he hath not givey 
them; ſo that I delire them to con.iderand enquire whes 
ther this:denyingto Kings and Princes-power and au- 
o wap; in cauſes Eccleliaſticall inthe Church, and gl 

calys 


ving all Spiricuall, Eccleida'ticall power immediat 
and independantly under Chriit to the particular.Con- 
regations, and-notto the King, be not againit:cheſe 
Lawes and Statutes of the Land, made in 26. Herry the 
8. cap. 1,25. yeere of Henry \the 8. cap. 19, and the 1. 
yeere of Elizabetbcep, 1. where it will be found that all _ 
Juriſdi&ion, Superiority, Spirituall and Ecclefiaſticall, 
as by any Spirituall or Eccletraſticall power or authori- 
ty hath beene, or may lawtully be exerciſed, for the vi- 
tation of the Eccleiiaſticall ſtateand perſons, and for 
reformation, order corre&ion of the ſame,and of 
all manner of Errouf$, Hereltes, Schiſmes, abuſes, of- 
fences, &c. ſhall for ever by, authority of this preſent 
Parliament, be united and annexed to the Imperiall 
Crowne of this 'Realme. As alſo that no orders nor 
conſtitutions may beenaGed in theChurch without the 
Kings afſent,and hence the oath of Supremacie was ap- 
Fog by Law for every Eccleſiaſticall perſon to take: 
ence Taske the Independant men, - ſeeing they give 
that immediate Ecclelialticall power to their particular 
Churches, which the Papiſts &e to the "IS whether 


they will take the oath of Supremacic, or doe acknow- 


ledge in their prayers that title of the King, Defewndor 
of the Faith, &c, Secondly, they hold that things Jaw- 


fall 


þ » 
Reaſons ag tint Taleration, ? it 
fill -inthemſelves (as for inftance, ſet formes of Prayer 
acknowledged by themto be lawtull) yet being enjay- ALimrgie im- 
ned by Authority are now unlawful, fo that thonsh <5, Pope- 

X : Hi rgfaihche Pro« 
« Forme of Prayer be lawfull, yer being impo- #; farion Prote« 
ſed for order, uniformity, that alters the ca /:; thy: | 
ſtrange paradox that things lJawfull in themſelves ten- 2. 
ding to Order and Peace, ſhould become unlawful} 
when commanded.) 3 They affirme that Chriſtian Apr Trex'if, 
Princes & Magittrates who are defenders of the F aith, 7:* Church, 


% 


have no more to doe in and about the Chnrch'then >. 
Fin, Apol. c, 


Heathen Princes. Someof them deny alſoand queſtion |; 
that: received axiome, that the Magiltrate is cuſtos wi. © 
tabale 5; Saying of thoſe Kings of Fuda' and 1/raet :: 
whomedledin the Church with reformation and eſta /* 
bliſhment of Religion, that they did it not as Kings,but ©; 
45 oypee of Chrift:ſ& that Flecave it to better judgement .* 
whether it Be afe for a Ringdome to tolerate ſich + 
Churches who maintaine and vent upon all occaſions F 
fach kinde of principles, and as the principles, fo the 8 
3 xa ger part of them be dangerous and inſuffe- * 
rableheady, refraftory, prod, bitter, ſcornefull, deſpj- | 
fers of Anthority, who thongh but a few comparative- ,/ 
ly ard the Lawes ltanding, haveattempted not to aſter ff 
the pablicke prayers to be prayed, bat what with ſing- ? 
ing, what with clapping on of Hats in times of pray- / 
ergwhae with reviling and threatning of Miniſters, have : 
Iaboured to hinder their aſe: Now if they dare attempt || 
ſach praiſes and things being bur a few, the Lawes bc- # 
ing point blanke againſt them, and the T.awes eſtabliſh- #3 
the the other,what will they not doe when they ſhall 
be ntultiplyed and tolerated, if they come once*to a |. 
eat head? we may feare. they will not tolerate the D 
hurches, and Government- e tabliſhed by Law: bur : 
what inſolenciesand miſchiefes will follow upon their 7; 
toleration, not onely in Fecle/iaſticall government, but2 , 
In Civill, I leave ich who are experienced men in mat-)4 
ters of Government to forc-ſce and Judge of, bur here-# 

| aftcry 
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aſter t00latetoremedic, but I delire rather to pray a- 
ainſt a toleration, than to Prophecy of the wotull ef- 
ets of it... ; | 


——— — 
————— 


Reaſon, VIIL 
Hele independant men where they have power (as 


in new England) will not givea toleration for any 
other Eccleſiaſticall Government or Churches but in 
their owne way, they would not ſuffer men of o- 
ther opinions in do&rine and government to live 
within the bounds of their patent, though at the fuc- 
theit bounds, but have bagiſhed them. They were ſent 
to from England by ſome god y Miniſters their brethren, 
men otherwiſe approved by them,as being againlt Cere- 


_ y 
Vide Anſ: from nies. who beingin danger of leaving the Land, fenc 
yi jy ery ro know it they miphe oo here tn Sa ee to their 
ſent by ſome Conſciences to gocin a Church way, ſomething diffe- 
Lancaſhire Mi ring from theirs, and not in this Independant Popular 
niſte!s. * Government; to which queſtion you nay reade the an» 
ſwer, they could nat grant any other forme of go- 
vernment but one, ſceing there is buct one way of 
Church government layd downe in the Word, and that 


unchangeable,and therefore they cannot yeeld to it, 


So others bf them will nottolerate, or admit into fel- 


lowſhip the godlieſt Chriſtians, unlefſe they will enter 
into Covenant, profefe their faith, ſubmit to their 
ChurcchOrders,though they would be of their Church; 
fo that theſe men who now would faine have a tolera- 
tion in this great Kingdome will not allow any» in a 
remote Plantation,nor in one of their ſmall particular 
Congregations,for teare of diſturbing the peace of their 
Church,and yet would have a toleration in this King- 
dome, never caring to diſturbe the peace, and good of 
the three Kingdomes which would be much hazarded 
by it, but thus partiall men are (and you may obſerve 

i) 


re eango wmrRnthgHrumriuigp,. qc © 


Reaſons again? Toleration, 
" 149) tis 'orditiary for men when they arenot in place: 
'haveno power in Church or Commidnwinich/ 
holdalſo DoCtrines and principlescontrary to what is 
held,and eſtabliſhed, then toplead for tolerations,when 
-asthe fame parſonscomming to be in place and to have 
;power,wit net tolerate others to ſetupany way different 
-trom'theirs.. And I belecvethaſe preſent men, who here 
are endeavouring a toleration for their Churches had 
they the power in their hands to ſettle a Government, 
-we ſhould have no Government tolerated, nor Church 
bur the Independant way, and for this tee The Proeſt ae+- 
-m Proteſted, what he thinkes' of our Church, and of 
what ever Government ſhall be cttabliſhed. LEP 


| Reaſon. 1 X. =# $y 


bh — 


1  &rotmds for all t e rigid Brownifts of the Kingdom 
and for all the Arnzbapriſts, Familiſts, and other Sefta« 
ries, who profeſſe tis conſcience'in them, and in fome 
relpeRs upon better grounds it may be moved by them, 
as being perſwaded we are no true Church;then = ery 
LKemi-Separatilts; nay whether may not the Papills pe- 
fition to, and hope to have a toleration of Religion, 
ſeeing it is Conſaencein many of them as well as yon, 
and if orice an exeniption be given from the ny 
eſtabliſhed by Law to one ſort, why may not others 
' thinke to have the ſamepriviledge? and therefore if ever 
the dore of Tolerations ſhould be but a little opened, 
here would be great crouding by al ſortsto enter inat it. 


38 | Reaſon. x 
He granting a Toleration of this Independant way 
T ors fiiſt g fundamental principle is, that two or 


— 


three Saints, where ever or by what meanes ſoever they Re. Jiftbie. 
themſelves from the world into the 221, 


doe ariſe, ſeparatin 
fellowſhip bf the Goſpell, are a Church truely gathered 


and that they only have an immediate and independant 
| : F power 
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Reaſons againſt Toleration. | 


power from Chriſt their immediate head to gather and * 


combine them{lys without expeRing warrant from any 
Governours whatſoever upon earth to make a Church, 


MenuſTrexiſ, doth make way for any thing for Libertiniſm or tor any 


of a Church, 


- whobe 


opinion tn theworld, that ſoall whofall into any Do- 
&rive, or any who like not their owne Miniſters and 


Church Government, ether becaule they rattraine them 


from Gnne or keepe them 40 Gods Ordinances, they 


may goe threeor toure ofthem, and enter into Cove- 
hantiamong themſelves, and bea Church and livewvith- 
out Mirliders and Sacramentsalong time upon pretence 
*þa;xbey can finde\none firtorthem yet (as theſe Inde- 
ry men doe )'and when they doe chuſe,then chuſe 
uch of their owne opinians and wayes, and fo they 
may live together at liberty in ways pleaſing themſelves: 
either an this:belpe ig, xo ay this. belongs onely to 
ings, "cis aheir PreragativeRoyall and nat others, for 
allHeretickey, ScQtaries, or Libertines will countthem= 
ſelves Saints as well as our In nt men: they may 
be chelr one Jager, and will ſay that they are Saints 
as wellas you 5. for the Miniſters and Magiſtrates of 
ce Kingome {ball not have the power to determine 
ints and who not, ſo that if the State ſhould 

tolerate the independancle, they know not what they 
tolerate, but inthe belly of this Independancie they to- 
lerateand make way for LieeplhnegHerche, and what 
eyer Satanand the corrupt hearts.of men have a pleaſure 
to broach and fall into. 265K 


retro 
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Reaſon. X. 
[ Proponnd this queſtion what the NL would 


have im this toleration, whether the number of theſe 
Independant Congregations, that.ghey would. have to- 
lecated, ſhould be five or fix Congres ions onely, and - 


no More, or ſhall the number be Jeft undeterniined ; to- 


» Reaſons ag aduft Tolerainys, 


pleaſe: if the r maſt be determined, this will 0- 


. 


when.one Churc es into two or three, as upon 
theit principles it muſt, and oft times doth, as at Am- 

into two, at Roterdam al{oland at Lowdon, and 
when oneof the Tolerated Churches breakes into two 
or three, which ſhall be reckoned, that that is the 
Church aſlowed of by the State, for cach part will pre- 
tend to'it : but now ifthey ſay the numbermuſt be left 
tindetermined, then we may quickely have halfe a do- 
zerr of their Churches in ſome one Pariſh of a City or 
Towne,. nay two or three Churches in a place, ſprung 
out of one of their owne,and we may have every where 


threeor fore men of an opinion, d' from others 
ev goemakte a Hifferent Church,and ſo- they will thcreaſ 
i If, and there will be no end of diviſions, and 


ſubdivifions. 


"But befdiy 1 conclude, I wilt anſwer  fepe'or fixe Reaſons 
G x be commonly alledged by then, fi their Toldrdrion jn this 


————— % ——_— _ 
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Reaſon. L 


His is no more than what isgranted to the. Finch, 
and Dutch, who live among{t us, and have Chur- 
ches and Government of their owne way, exempt from 
the Government eſtabliſhed. ; ; 
Anſwer, Thecaſe is quite different, and that will ap- 
peare by theſe particulars. 
' Firkt, Thoſ: French and Dutch Proteſtants have no- 
* thing, nor deſire nothing, but that which is Origt . 
| mally accordingto the Church and. people they were 
borne and brought up in,they enjoy nothingas Contra 


on | land, but the 
diſtin@ co the —_ " Franceand Holtan arg 


| bee free'eo qreun into as 'many Charches a8 they 
verthrow their ws: ge and Churches quickely, as 
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Reaſons upainſt.Tolerarion. 
Independant men moveforthat which'is, Contra-diſtin@ 
to their owne Charch and Nation, Yeaand toall refor- 
med Churches.  _ ; | 2 
Secondly, This liberty was granted by our pious 
Princes ip times of perſecution to the Proteſtants, that 
ſo they, might bave: here the. exerciſe of their. Religion 
in theic'owne tongue, when they could not enjoy itat 
home, and ix hath becne of great uſe upon, occalionsin 
this.way ever {ince, for a rk to the, perſecuted Pro- 
{ants, , burwhar-is your caig tqthiv you may, enjoy 
CoPrentaer Region in this Land,: and that by the 
Law and Authority of:Kiog and Parlizment, what co- 
lourthen, . that you ſhould move for an exemption, of 
your Chucchet?! | BGG 
. Thirgly,. chedeFrench and Puch Churches will wil- 
lingly. beajoynedin Government, ayd mm, one way of 
7 ine with the Kingdome;jif there be a reformation, 
h you will not. 
Fourthly, Theſe Churches are not in an Indepen- 
danger rnment,. neither doe they hold your Princi- 
plesof the inch, vu be as much againſt them(as we) 
they doc admit 0 appeales, and in all buſinefle of grea« 
ter moment have Synods. 
Fifthly, They being ſtrangers amongſt us of different 
Nations and Tongues, ,not having thoſe relations of 
Kindred and acquaintaiice 'with us, but keeping them- 
ſelves, for themoſt part,among Ns cha. is not 
thatdanger of drawing away the people, nor of caulin 
Schiſmes, as from you that are of our Nation, ind 
tongue; - neither have they, or doe ever vent principles 
againſt our Chureh and. Government, {'as you doe ) 
but content theniſelves with their owne way, they nci- 
ther can, norwill admit ours to be menibers of their 
Congregations, in reſpe& out: people underſtand not 
| their language, ſo that the people are ſo farre from lea- 
ving our Churches, and becomming members of theirs, 


as that.our people cannot. ſo much as reſort to their 


Congre-- 


/ 


| Reaſons againſt Toleration, 


Congregations to heare them Preach, 
ina language'the 
quite contrary wit 


they 
ple underſtand not, allwhich is 

. you, 

Sixthly, there is a great reaſon and neceſiity of allow- 


Preaching 


ing them Churches and places to Preach, and 
themſelves, becauſe 29uÞ. yr them underſtand cr tu 
liſb at all, and for the benefit of ftrangers of theif Reli 
jon who come over, who elſe could not enjoy the pub- 
icke exerciſe of their Religion at all, and they may 
well be allowed ſome Diſcipline among themſelves in 
reſpedt they maintaine al theirown poore,not charging' 
the Pariſhes where they live with them : all which will 
not hold as a ground for Toleration of Independancy : 
Their meetings by themſelves,are not upon your prin- 
__ of a Church,or Church government, but becauſe 
different language, &c. - | | 


. 
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Reaſon. I 1. 
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VVE ſeeke no more then what is granted us in 
V | V Hiland, andwhatwee may enjoy there ina 
Countrey where we be ſtrangers. | 


1. Axſwer. It your toleration in Holland, be a good 
ground for a toleration here, that we ſhould doe ſo bes 
canſe Holland doth it,then thereſhould be a Toleration 
' for all Religions —_ us, as Jewes, Anabaptitts, 
&c. And it you would have it ſo, fpeake out plainel 
© there areſome of you have whiſpered it,and ottenſpo 

of it in private, in the anſwer you give to theſe reaſons. 
Speake your mind, and if you jultifie a Toleration of 
ll Religions, I will diſcufſe that queſtion with you, 
and take itup againſt youas not fit, neither 1n Divinicy 
nor policy, as both againſt Rules' of Conſcience and 


Policy. * 
; = Y There may be a Toleration of you in Hol 


f the government eſta- 
land , with much more _ » eB _— 
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Reaſtnt againſt Talerarton. | 
bliſhed and peace off that Church, then cam be herein 
this Kingdome, thepeople of that Country not under- 
ſanding your langnage,baving liale or no relationto 
you, nor. yoti to them, of kindred, friendſhip, where 
as it is quite Otherwiſe here, | | 

Thirdly, That people of the. Hollanders generally: 
are an adjultrious people —_— butin 
fits, andikeeping to what's: ctabliſhed by their Lawes, 
nor troubling:their heads ſo much wi other points 
ofReli ro" as; England and eſpecially in the 
City of-Loudan, and great Townes,many: Profeſſors are 
more idle andbutie bodies, tatlers alfo, as it is aid, 1 
T im. 5.13. ver, Very wanton alſo'in their Wits, affeR-. 
hows ORE? 
not eſtab 


gion, and liking of points that are 
ae amy, ares 3D 5 11081224 


Fourthly, Holland tolerates you and many others, but 
it is more upon grounds and neceſſitie of worldly re- 
fpefts, becauſe of that benefit of exciſe towards the 
maintenance of warres which, they have from them 
who live amongſtthem, ſo that they are paid well for 
It, ſo that.in this they meaſure things-rather VinaMerp 
catoria, than by the rule at Scriptures, and were it not 
forthatand ſuch reſpe&ts which the tate of that State 


. hath putthemupon, uy would. never grant tolerati- 
(ll © 


ons, but there is not theſame reaſon here in any re- 
{pc&, our riches and ſtrength. ſtanding in one way of 
eligion and nat in tolerations. 
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FF weeny not have atoleration anda liberty of ere- 
ing fonic congregations among you, this will 


forceustolcavathe Kingdome that wee may have the 


libe 


of our conſciences, and if you doe, what cru- 


elty:iSthis. 
I. Anſwer, Thercis no need of a Toleration for you, 


py. 


Reaſons againſt Toltration, 
anglyepno necd of forcing you to leave the Kingdome' 
that you may enjoy your Conſciences, and that will. 


appeare if you calmely and nieckely be content to hears” 
Reaſ@nsand Principles which you your ſelves Ky 


as namely, you hoſd that our Churches be trueChur-:* 


ches,our Miniſters true Miniiters, Orditiances of word, 
Sacraments true, and that you can partake with us in* 
our Congregations ip all Ordinances even in comming#: 


to the Lords ſupper, provided that ſcandalous and ige/ 
norant perions be kept backe, and ceremonies removed; ; 
why thea ſhould you delice to ſer up other Churches, ;, 
+ as djfterent from ours? youcan have but Word,Prayer, | 
Sacraments, and Diſcipline in your owne, that you 
may enjoy in -ours, is this any good reaſon for you to. * 
leave the Kingdome? I pray conlider well, ſome of your | 
Minitlters at hr& comming over ſaid ( as I have beene* 
told fromgood hands ) they could take the charge of: 
P zrochia# 'Chiirches amongft us upon the reformatjen.;. 
hoped for, and they could yei'd to Presbyteriall go-' 
vernment, by Claſles and Synods, ſo not enjoyned to !/ 
ſubmit'to it,as Jwre divize, but fince they have gotten / 
fomc more hopes (IT know not upon whargrounds ) : 
7 are now very hot fora Toleration, and will not :; 
heare of growing into one body with ns. ; 


Secondly; Seeing our Churches,Minifters,and Ordi-/: : 


nance, be rue, for you to eret new, and to withdraw - 

from ſuch Churches. ( though ſappoſe they were in + 
ſome tbings defeRive and not every way ſo rightly or- « 
dered as were to bedefired) Iknow can never beaniwe- ; 

red to God, eſpecially you having not the powerand '! 
authority from God to orderthoſeChurches othetwiſe, +: 
and Idefire you againe and againe to waigh whether ;/ 
you may not live in the Communion of ſuch Churches, k 
where ſome thing may be yet delired that is not, where 7 
it is not in your power to helpe,butthat you are bound 5 
by che Command of God in ſuch caſes either to leave #/ 
the Kingdome for that liberty, or elle being private |: 


men: :- 
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Reaſons againſt Toleration 
man iri a Land where true Charches, Miniſters, nnd Or- 
dinances arc, to goeand ſet ap divided Churches in that 
Land, both againſt the Lawes of the Land, and tothe 
ſcandall ofall the Chnrches, I beſeech you thinke upon 
it what is become of F raterna toleratio, and of. ing 
ſcandall, not to one Brother, bur to thouſands of Con- 
gregations of Chriſt, And whether nothing wanting in 
matter of Order, may be Toleraged fo long as a man is 
. notputupon the praiſe of that which is unlawfull.As 

for thoſe Brownilts whoſe Principles and Conſciences 
(though very erroneous )- hold that we have no true 
Chareh, Miniſtery, Ordinances, but all is Antichrifti- 
an, they have a better warrant to ſet up new Aſſemblies, 
or to leave the Kingdome to enjoy their way ; but as 
for you to withdrawand ct u ſeparated aſſemblies up» 
on no greater groinds,or cauſes, can never be juſtified, 
'and | ſhall be ready apon that point to'deale with any 
of you, and for your better fatisfa&tion-for the preſent, 
I wiſh the conſcientious and ſober Miniſters to read 
rwo pages in Malter Robinſons Apologie, Chap.1 2. De Eccle. 
Anglic, pag.$6,87, Wherein he grants that Churches 
may note departed'from for circumſtantiall corrup- 
tions,nor for many inconveniencies,affirming that it is 
neither Chriſtjan prudence nor charity to doe ſo, he 
ſhewes it is not an intolerable evill ( though an evill to 
be lamented Yfor evill men to be ſuffered in the Church, 
nor that Diſcipline as it is called; or that Ecclefiaſticall 
government inſtituted by Chriſt, is negle&ed, or viola- 
ted, butthats ir, that the plaine contrary to it ſhould' 
be eſtabliſhed by Law, and ſo he goes on: Now ſup- 
poling our reformation, it will be otherwiſe with Eng- 
 Jandthenwhen he writ andthe moſt that can be ſaid 
ſuppoling your principles the Truth, ( thongh thats 
enyed by us) there will be but evi}l men ſuffered, and 
not men of the moſt profligate life, and Diſciplineins 


fituted willbe but negleRed or violated,not that which 
is quitecontrary as eltabliſhed by Law,take place. 


ET 99 bd Third» 


Reaſons apan} Toleration, 41 
Thirdly, You your ſelves livein, and are merfbe:s 
of fuch Churches, and thinke it unlawfull to for 7 
them, where, for many yeares together you beare wi 
defects, and want ſome parts of government, and Of 
cers appointed by Chriit, more materiall then will ks 
in ours, upon a reformation, as namely, without Pa 
ſors, Elders, Widowes, many yeares together, withs 
out Sacraments a long time, without cenſureseſpeciall;; 


- unlefle you allow people to be the inltruments and Xs 


erciſe Excommunication without having Ordinatior; 
of Officers, without prophecying allo many yeares} 
Why can younot beare with ſome defefts in our Chury 
ches, and becontent to waite ſome yeares, til! God ei:, 
ther give you light to ſee your miitakes, or elle till we 
have more light to perfe& what is wanting? You tell ug) 
that ſome things may be omitted for a time, as Circum$ 
cition was in the Wilderneſſe, and that affirmatives: 
doe not binde too alwayes, and that exerciſe of Diſci=y 
pline may be forbornefor a time, when it is evident, it* 
will .not be for edification to the Church, but deſtrui-" 
on; what ſhall hinder then, but that you onght to in-:. 


corporate into our Aſſentblies, though ſomething yer © 


& 


were to be deſired ? there is nothing contrary that will /” 
be put upon you ( norquite another thing.) . Urine 
'Fourthly, You may ſafely be members of our con- Hroteſt againit 
gregations in the reformation of us, and in theſe times, fuch as you 
becauſe you may without danger ſhew your diſlike and «apart 
ſpcake again{t ſcandalous perſons, and again{t the tault 1 1 4ctae 
of the Church, if they admit ſuch to the Sacrament, apzinit the 
which being done, your ſelves grave you may commu- Churches faul- 


. . X Ryterd ; rants. rizxctle in nor 
nicate with them, ſoa Letter ſent from Roterdam grants Iicceding a- 


AndT have heard this alledged, as the realon why you 2jnf} chem, 


firſt left our Churches,butthat reaſon now ceaſes, {ee- yy may com- 
ing either ſach perſons will be wholly kept away, or mypicate with 
elſe you may protelt againſt them (chongh I mult tell rhMn,bccauſe 


i 5 - yYathave done 
you, that praftiſe you judge your ſelves tygd to, is abou prin 


founded upon a falſe pig ) namely thatthepow- thizcale, 
er - 


oy 


% 


? 

* 

| 

\s ; 
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Reaſoys arainft Tolet ation, 
er obgovernment is given by Chyilt to the botly of the 
Congregation. 
Fitthly, There is a medizm betweene perlecution(as 
ou terme it) and a publicke Toleration,a middle way 
CET not ſuffering men to live in the Land, and 
the granting them a liberty of ſeparated Aſſemblies, ſo 
that there isno neceſlity either of leaving the Land, or 
of cnjoyiogexempt Congregations (for there is a third 
datur tertiam) as for Initance, Perſons may be tolerated 
to inhabit in a Land,to enjoy their Lands,and liberties, 
and not be compelled to profeſſe and praiſe things 
which are agaigit their coniciences; It is one thing to 
be forced and compelled poſitively to doe things agaiuſt 
conſcience, and anpther thing, not £0 be ſuffered the 
publicke praftiſe of ſome things in ſeparated Congre- 
gations,' as to illuſtrate it thus, ſuppoſe the Papilits up- 
on their petitions to the Parliament ſhould have thoſe 
ſtatutes repealed, which exjoynes them to come to our 
Chuzxches, (which they ſay is againſt their conſcience) 
though indeed they are bound by the command of God 
to come, and ought by the Magiltrate to be rome 
to come (as Door Davenant hath cleerely ſhowed) yet. 
che grauting the Papiſts a Toleration of the publicke 
zxerCiſe of-their Religion, to the ſcaudall ofthe Re- 
formed Churches and diſhononr of God,were quite an- 
other thing, inſonmch as the Papiſts though they peti- 
tion the firit, (upon deepe Proteltation of living peace- 
ably, and according to the Lawes of the Land ) yet 
they move not for the laſt: ſo I judge you may live in: 
the Land freely, and enjoy your liberties and eſtates, 
pong our Churches, enjoying the ordinances, 
and are like never to be compelled to profelle or praftite 
what is againſt your judgements, the greateſt incon- 
venienee is but the forbearing of ſomething you would 
have, which conſidering the queſtionableneſſe of rhe 
thing, and the many otherevil}s which would attend 
it, it you ſhouldenjpy it, you may in paint of conſci- 
| ence 
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Reaſons ap ainft Toleration, 
encebe well ſacisfled without it; ſo that conſider yell, 
#nd you may find a medinm betweene leaving the Land : 
and enjoying a Toleration of exempt Congregati- / 
ons, | FL 

Sixehly, Tf all theſe former anſiyers ſatisfic you not * 

fully, becauſe (though thele chings be trne) yet beſides by 

theſe Ortlinznces and Miniſters, you mtbe in aChurch < 

way and Fellowſhip, as now youare, then know, ac- 

cording to your. Principles of a vi{;ble Church, laid * 

downe by Matter Rob»1ſon, and by your ſelves in all 7 

your Mannicripts, you may enjoy your way in having + 

ſeverall viſible Churches, and that without that offence *; 

and ſcandall'to Magiſtrates and Churches, and yet net- 

ther leave the Kingdome,: nor have a Toleration, and Reb.Carechiſ 
that I will demonſtrate thus ; two or three Saints joy= 'Anſ. 10 2. queſt. 
ning together in a Covenant make a Church, a greater $# Þſtific. 
number js not required , neither Officers to the efſerice £5 **** 
of a Church; a' greater addition of compady to'this 3 

two or three, though they may make for the well be-*, 
Ing and flouriſhing of the Church, yet they are not of ; . 
theelſence ofthe Church, Now thenevery one of you pris 0 pa 

ci, © gcluturch, 

in your owne Families, as the Husband, Wife, Chil- 4 propound 
dren of age, and Servants, who are vilible Saints, may heſe things a5 
be joynedin covenant to walke in Gods wayes, and to J*'"8 roar - 
watch over oneanother, ſo that here isa Church, and dt ciples, bus 
every Maſter in his Family may ſet up holy cxerciles, gor as minc. 
and exerciſe Diſcipline among themſelves for their Fa- 7: 

- milies, and thus in the Church that is in their houle, -/. 
' they may exerciſe what Diſcipline they judge is wan- 

ting in ours, ſo that comming to our Churches to the /, 

Word, Prayer, Sacraments, they, may ſerve God in -: 

their owne Families among themſelves in a Church 8 
way, in waycs of admonition,reproofe,and other cen- || 
ſures; nay every Church Family, or moſt of them nay b 

have Officers alſo amongſt them, the Miniſters Families 7 
may have a Paſtor or Teacher, each Minifter being made by 


Paltor of his owne Famfy, choſen alſo he may b- by : 
G 2 bis * 
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Reaſons againſt Tolerarion, 

his Family, whoalſo = Preach and inſtm& his Fa- 
mily, 94 exerciſe Diſcipline amongſt them; great Fa- 
milies, as Gentlemen or Citizens may themtelves be 
teachers of their Families, according to your Princi- 

les, or may have ſome in their Families fit to be cho- 
heh Elders and Teachers to them,eſpecially ſuch of them 
who keepe Schollers in their houſes, and ſtill choſen 
by the Church of this Family : Fut if there be ſome 
Church Familics who have none fit for Cfhicers to their 
Church (which can hardly be in thele kindes of Chur- 
ches ) yet this is not of the eſſence of the Church, But 


as for ſingle perſons, as Young men and Mayds, who - 


are of yourjudgement, if you aske what they ſhall doe, 
ſceing they have no Families, and cannot-joyne two 
or threein a Family to makea Church. I anſwer, they 
may be Servants unto men of their owne judgement, 
and live in the Families of their owne way, and ſo may 


bein a Church : And thus you may enjoy your owne : 


way without ſcandall or divifion, the Lawes not for- 
bidding or medling what men doe in this kind, as how 
oft men pray in their owne Families, or catechiſe them, 


_ or whom they ſhut ont from their Prayers and holy 


duties : Burif it beſaid, how ſhall ſuch (as are bred 
Schollers, the Miniſters ofthis way ) be maintained ? 
it is not being Miniſters to their owne Family will 
maintaine them? I anſwer, I have taken care to ſhow 
them a way formaintenauce alſo, how they may enjoy 
their Country, their Conſciences, . and maintenance, 
that (ſo they need not be forced to ſeeke a Toleration of 
Churches, that they may be maintaincd, and that is 
thus; Suppoſing they will not take Paſtoral! charges 
of Pariſhes, but onely be Paſtors of the Church intheir 
houſe, Þ bo holdingitlawfull ( as they doe ) to Preach 
in our Congregations, they may take Le&ures amongſt 
us, and ſo be maintained, there will be want of many 
men for LeAures ſetled by gifts of the dead, and then 
no queſtion but the government of the Church, which 


£ | (hall 


k R G 
> - Mc. A DAY Aol DO. a. Ro... 


5A wu/, ©, ©. 41A, ee P44 


® At £@ ai #is 66s tows o$ Þo£ wn 


—_— —_w 


Reaſons agalnſt Toleration. 
ſhall be eſtabliſhed by Law, will be moderate, thatif 
men hold the maine points of DoArine with the 
Church, be pious in life and peaceable, fo as not to 
Preach nor ſpeake ag__ whats eſtabliſhed by Law,nor 
doe not make Schiſmes to goc and fet up ſeparated A 
ſerblies ( which praftiſes cauſed troubles in the 
Church ) they may enjoy all liberty and (as many 
Scriptures ſhow ) treedomie,though in point of opini- 
on and judgement there may be ſome difference trom 
things eltabliſhed by Law ( tor ſuppoſe we ſhall not 
have ſubſcriptions enjoyned to formes of government 


and Diſcipline ) but onely to Do&rines, and that alſo 


in maine and cleere poynts, ſo that by all this you may 
apprehend how without a Toleration, you may in a {6 
cret and peaccable way enjoy your Church fellowſhip 
with maintenance alſo. What everelſe you ſecke for by a 
Toleration of many Families to makea Church, is but 
for the morecomfort & flouriſhing of your way,but not 
asthat which is neceſſary to your way,now in a bnlites 
which is but of conveniency, & not of neceſſity, accord- 
ing to your principles, (though you hada liberty & pri- 
viledge to enjoy it, yet )where ſo muchſcandal may come 
- of your liberty, and it cannot be avoyded (tor though 
_ one of the more ſober and conſcientious Miniſters and 
people could ule it better, yet moit would abulc it; as 
the rigid Browniſts, Anabaptiits, and many weake 
_ Chriſtians ) you ſhou!d not uſeit but forbeare, ſo the 
Apoſtle teaches us, 1 Cor.8.2.9. So Gal, 5.v. 13.14.15. - 
Now a ſcandall is ſome word or ation, giving an ocea- 
fion ofruine to a weake brother,which praftice of yours 
would certainely doe; now to the avoiding the ſcan- 
dall of theweake , Al thoſe things are to be done or omitted, 
which may be done or omitted without ſinne, as Ameſ1us 
grants, lib.5, de Conſ; cap.11. So Gerſon ſpeakes, p.rt 2. 
Reg. moral. A man us bod to defiſt from every ad, towhich 
be 1s not neceſſarily tyed, where #pon good grounds the ſcandall 
of the weake is feared. Now the ſetting up of ſeparated 


Aſſemblies in this Church, may be omitted wichout 
G 3 linne, 


> 3 =. 


Arheſc/ib.4. de 
conſ. cap 24 .de 
L:r{e. 


Reaſont ax ainſs Tokracon, 
finne, neither are ye neceſſarily tyed to it, as will 
re by this fixch Anſiver. Belides, contideringall the 


ormer anſwers, wherein you ſee what you may enjoy 
in this Kingdome in liberty of Ordinances and Conſci- 
ences, youare not tyed for ſome matter of convenience, 


which you mightenjoy in another Kingdome,to with- 


draw trom this Church, and toleave your owne Coun- 
try, for your fatisfa@ion in which point, T had: rather 
Dofor Amſiws ſhould ſpeake then I, to whom I reterre 
you, who in his caſes of Conſcience about this poinr, 
ſaith thus. 4 man may keepe Communion with a Chrrc| 
wherein wi-ked men are ſuffered, and gaod men depreſſed, and 
that upon ſeverall reaſons, amongſt others, upon this gramd ;, 
Becauſe from ſuch aChurch to a purer, there is oft times no re- 
moving witbout great dammages and hinderance, which ought 
ro be avoyded alwayes ( as mnch #s may be ). without finne : 
yea ſuch dammages and boſſes doe ſometimes : cauſe that an af- 
frrmatzve prop ceaſes to bind. A man may joe himl{elfe 
and live in ſuch a Church, in which many defetty are neceſſa- 
rily to be tolerated, yea, and Joyne ts that Church, where the 
power of removing ſcandalls, and caſting ont wicked men s 
taken away, if he cannot witbont great prejudice and hurt, goe 
20 a freer Church ,. and men ſinne n0t either in joyning to ſuch 


' 4 Church, or cominning init, But yet further he grants, a 


man may be a member of ſuch a Church in which ſome things 
inſtituted by Chriſt are wanting ; and where ſome things ap- 
pointed by men are introduced, So that I beſeech you 
Brethren, lay all theſe {1x anſwers together, and conli- 
der ſadly whether God requires rm, unlefle you 
may havea Tolcration,to leave the Kingdome: to run 
many hazards and dangers for Churches after your 
way, when as you may enjoy ſo much at home without 
a Tolerationof exempt Aſſemblies, as I have opened in 
theſe (1x an(wers. 


Seventhly, Itnotwith(tanding. all that is ſaid to you 


- youwill not be ſatisfied, without ſetting np Churches 


agalalt the Church, it were better for you to leavethe 
King- 
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Reaſons agarnft Toleration, 
in » and to returne backe to your: char 
families into Hol! and, and others af amy 90% er 
cannot be ſatished,to Jeaye the Land, and to goeto New 
England, orelte where,rather then by erefing of Chur. 
chesby Toleration or without it to diſturbe the good 
and peace of three Kingdomes;and this will be no great 
barme to many of you, for you may eaſily returne, be- 
Ing able co live and ſubiit there comfortably (as you 
fay your ſelves: ) and for my owne part wereI of your 
way (fo farreasI know my owne wag ) I had rather 
goe totheuttermolt parts of the Earth, though tolive 
ina hard and meane condition, than to diſturbethe 
ce or good of three Kingdomes, as you would doe 
y a Toleration, Looke whatis commonly ſaid, preſtat 
wperegt unm quam wnita, It is bitter that one periſh 
than unity, AI itis farre better a few Minikers and 
people wanted ſome outward accommodations of their 
owneCountrey than thatthe good of the whole fhould 
be {0 in danger, neither is there any cruelty or perſe- 
cution in it, (as they will be P to phraſe it )) forif 
the purity of DoCtrine, holinctle of life, peace of the 
Church cannot be preſerved by fach a Toleration ( as1 
bavein part ſhewed, andcan nuke it plaine ) then ic 
ought not to be, and I will ſpeake for my {elte, and in 
the behalſe of hundreds of my Brethren, painefull in 
the Miniſtery, who have borne the brunt ot the times, 
that we profelle we will ſubmit to the reformation and 
government cltabliſhed by Law, which we doubt not 
but will be very bleſſed and glorious,but however things 
ſhould fall our, we would cither patiently tolerate whac 
ts not in our ſpheare to reforme, or quietly [tt downe 
inthe Kingdome, or elſe with leave betake our ſelves 
tw ſome other Countryes, being fully reſolved in our 
Conſciences, that circumſtances in and about exter- 
nall formes of Government in matter of order can never 


be ſufficient grounds to us, 
a Church where true Churches are, and ſo to prove 
meanes 


co ſet up Churches againlt . 
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Reaſons againſt Tolkration 
meanes ofcternall diviſions and heart-burnings between 
Minitters and people. 
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Reaſon. TITT, 


But if theſe Miniſters, and ſome ſuch Churches be 
not tolerated,they are afraid that in time they ſhall 


_ draw moſt of the good people out of the Land after 


then. | 
Pirſt Anſwer. I heareone of them ſay fo, but I ſi 
poſe they rather hope then feare it, and this olajnaly 


ſhewes they have a good conceit of themſelves, and of 
their owne way, _ | 

Secondly, For their feare, we feare too ( but not as 
they doe) but this, that if they have a toleration, they 
may draw away many good people, eſpecially if the 
ceremonies and the Liturgy ſtand in full force,and their 
Churches tolerated,they will make brave worke in a 
ſhort time ( _ I am confident God will preſerve 
many judicious,adviſed Chriſtians from their way not- 
withſtanding: ) but let there beno Toleration granted, 
and they once well ſhipt, and a reformation amonglt 
us in government, and Miniſters, that feare is over with 
me, we feare it not, that many will follow them, for . 
when that which firit bred theſe men, the violent pref- 
fing of ceremonies, the caſting out of good Miniſters, 
the many notorious perſons ſuffered in the Church 
without all cenſure, ſhall be removed, many will not 
be bred, and others will be ſatisfied, and 1 doubr it not 
but that the godly and painefall Miniſters of the 
Church of England, may and will, both out-Preach 
them,andour-live them, and may be compared with 
them for all excellencies, and abilities: for my part 1 
ſhall ſpeakeas I finde, I knew many of them long be- 
fore they fell to this way, and know them fince, and 
have not ſeene any of them better, or more profitable 


in 
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Reaſons a9 ainft Toleration. Ml 
in life and Miniſtry, for their charge; onely this I amy -- 
ſure of, for ſome of them, vo hue whil of he 
Church of England they Preacht often, now (eldome, '| \ 
#4 anb-g" in their apparell and haire, they take 7: 
lelſe care for the publicke in things that concerne the |: 
glory of God and Salvation of mens foules, their prin- | 
ciples & ſpirits grow very narrow like their Churches, 
they grow more ſtrange, reſerved,ſubtile, in a word,they 
mindelittleelſe but the propagation of their Indepen- + 
dant way, (as The Proteſtation Protefled witnelſeth 4,4 4. ce. 
abundantly ) and I bal ſpeake my Conſcience L&urgic or Ce- 
from the ex ce I have had of many of them «ponies or 
having ſkudyed and obſerved them and their writings 45 5s = 
and never ſaw nor heard of any men who fell tul- oe ; his Nath. 
ly to thar way, that ever had ſo large a ſpirit or goods on Jl Church | 
to take that care of propagating the Goſpel! GYcrnment, 
and preaching the Word ta men without; I never knew © noirene 
any man thatever God honoured ſo much, after he fell jygns? wy 
to thoſe principles as before, though the ſame perſons ou; |Chritian | 
before have beene aRive for God , doing famoully libzjrie in che 
and warthily, yer when they fall to this way, they ci © pea Tack 

ther blemiſhthemfelves, or doe little; and the touch is, , rf Y 

thoſe principles af ſeparation be ſich as God did: ne- dezcndancCo- 

ver hanour much the men who held them: looke what v<xvcnt as 

is yd by them of Epiſcopacic,that the very calling of ow m_—_— 

it hathrſuch a malignity in ic, that it hurts the beld man - Te Sand 

that are placed inthofe chaires, that I may fay truely, | {1 ,r che 

of this way, there is 2 malignity cleaves to it, hurting con ſcienCcy 

the men that fall to it, by altering their ſpivits and con haiy left uu'® 

tracing their hearts, ( many of them continue us 1 "5 
' 8@odin the maine.) ME" 


————. —© __ 
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me is no other but envie in the Miniſters that " 


1 makes chem againitarolecation, becaule they teare 
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Reaſons againſt Toler ation, 
their people will deſert them and come to us, being ſo 
nre in Ordinances and Churches; and thus T be Prote- 
ſtation Proteſied (peakes, and tis frequently in ſome of 
their mouths. . 

An'w. 1. Ttisnotout of envy to their miniſters and 
Chriſtians , for firſt I hold their praRtiſe ſinful] and un- 
warrantable to ſeparatefrom our Churches and toere& 
ſach Congregations, and therefore I ipcakeagainlt ir, 
and that by the helpeof God I fhall make good in a tol- 
lowing diſcourle. LE 

2. It cannot be counted envie'in Miniſters to beun- 
willing to have their fockes and peoplefal{ from them, 
is it enviein a father vo beunwilling to have his children 
ſtollen from him and tempted away by ſtrangers? I aske 
{ach of yan who be fathers if you would be willing to 
have your Children forſake you and that with renoun- 
cing the vombthatbare them,& the paps that gave them 
ſacks, throwing dirt into the face of Father ahd Mo- 


. ther ? Now this is thecaſe for Minifters, to have their 


ſpirituall chiſdren whorts, they have begotten to God, 
who are their comfort andthe truite- of all their La> 
bours to fall from them and to defpite them afterwards 
cannot be pleafing, neither ought it: looke 'what the 
Jewesgaveout falſely concerning the naturall body of 
Chriſt that his Diſciples came by night and ſtole it away, 
that may beſayd truely of his Myſticall Body, Belcevers 
you by your tolerations would have your Diſciples 
come by night and iteale them away, and therefore we 
ought not to f{leepe,but to watch againſt you, 

 Fnſw. 3. Tenvie younor, but pity and love you,and 
would not have you have ſuch a Gas as a Toleration 
put into your hands (Gough ſome amongſt you per- 


haps might uſe it better) to hurr your ſelves with, and 


to have ſuch an occaſion to run upon the rocke of 


Schiſme, and to goe out of the way dayly turning into 
erFours on the right hand. | 


Hnſw. 4. This Author would intimate and naikelihe 
| world 


2 
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world beleeve, as if onely the honeſt ſules were with: 


them, and would be for their way,but as for them who *' 


be againſt their way and toleration, they are not (ich: 
honelt ſoules: but let them know honeſt ſoules are nor? 
onely with them, for in the Church of Ezgland there* 
ever have boene, and are as honeſt miniſters and people," 
that have rejeted your oo as ever any that fell to it, : 
nay the greatelt Non-conformiſts and molt able in that 
way, have writ the moſt againſt you, and laboured upon * 
all occafions ——_ people from falling to you, as? 
M* Cartwright, MF Brightman, Mr Parker, M* Hilderſbam;i 
DF Ames, Mr Bradſbawe, M* Ball, M' Dod, Mr Baines & 
with many others, 


ee... Af. _— -—— a. 
he on —_ — wv 


Rezſon. VL 


But they begood men, and men of great gifts, and > 
therefore they ſhould bee tolerated to have ſich 4 
Churches, tis pity they ſhould leave the land, and we * 
loſe their prayers. 


Anſw. 1. Thebettermen they be, and the more able, * 


the worſe to ſet up ſeparated Churches, forthey will the” 
moteendanger the peace of the Kingdome, and make; 
the Schiſmes greater. | } 
' 2. Fortheir prayers we may have the benefit of them? 
as well when they are abſent<as prelent, and ſome of, 
them have ſayd, they pray'd more for Enz/aud, when 
out of itthanwhenin it. * | 
3. They leftthe Kingdome when ic was m you 
danger and in moſt neede of helpe,| and provided tor ; 
themlelves to keepe in 2 whole kin, ani without then? -! 
we ltood herein the gap, and prevailed with God, and 
rather than to buy their company at ſich a rateas a To-,; 
ſeration, it isbetrer to want it, as [ thewed betore, and | 
T quicſtion not butt the Kingdome will doe weli enongh # 


though they retarne, and the better unleſſe they F- 
H 2 ceale + 


wi 


XR 
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ceaſe ſowing of their principles. 

4. Forthis objxc&ion of being good men,]T ſhall an«- 
ſwere ir atlarge in atother Traftate, wherein I ſhall 
minde men of many dangers that tay ariſe to then 
trom good and eminent men, and fully ſhew what lir- 
tle (rength there is in that Reaſon, ckaring alſo many 
things in reference to that Objeftion. 

©}. 1, buemay notconſcientions men who agree 
with bs inthe nainein points of Dottrine and PraGtife, 
be 2oleratedand' fpared in fone things wherein they 
differ fromwhatis commonly received ? 

Axſw. Yes, doc in my judgement much allow of 


* bearing and forbearing one another in-many differen= 


ces of opinionsand Journ, ſo as Chriſtians ought 
notto judge nor cenſure one another, nor refuſe com- 
munion and fellowſhip by not admitting men into 
their Churches and to the Ordinances upon ſuch 
points (which is thegreat fault of the 1 damt 
Churches, denying communion to many Samts for 
ſome differences in t abour Church govern» 
mentand Orders; which praCtiſe of theirs is expreſic a= 
gainſt the 15. Rom, 7.) neither to force men to change 
thetr mindes and opinions by caſting them violently 
out of the miniftry and Church (which was the pra» 
Aiſc of many in theſe late times, and hath cauſed ſo ma» 
ny Schiſnies and ftirres among us:YI approve not ſuch: 
praQiſes, but defire tv be. a follower and lover of all 
thewayes of peace and Communion, with any who 
agree in the maine, and have ſomething of God and 
Chriſt in them:The praRtife of Aniceiw and Polycarpw, 
with that of Cyprian, are infinitely pleaſing to me (and 
I with they were more imitated) Pohhcarpus and Anicetus 
in thedifference about keeping of dayes, though nei- 
ther of them could Nerfwarke the other to change their 
cultome;, yet they kept fait the bond of Chriſtian fel- 
lowtbip, Azicet#s admitting Polycarpws to the Commu- 


vion of the Roman Church, and departing in peace: 
one 


— 
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one from the other. Cyprian (though he erred in the 

point of rebaptization) yet he wonld not condemne * 

them raſhly who were of a contrary opinion, nor re- /* 

fule Commnnion with them, proteſling that for thedit- :: ( 
ference of opinions, he would not breake the Lords | 
peace with his Colleagnes,nor remove any that was of a * 
diflerent miinde trom him, from the right of Commuse © , 
aion : So that men may be tolerated in their differen- &@) Cl. Fuel. 

cs of opinions, 1o long as they keepe Communion oF Ws 097+ 

with a Chnrch,and ſubmit to the Diſciplineand Orders , 2 _—_— | 
ſo as to be peaccable and not to ſpeake again(t whats aflicerir, de- 
eltabliſhed: by common. conſent, nor praiſe to the | weak hb 
_ and conteaipt of the Magittrates and Church: *£2 fc loco 

Bur if a few men, halfe a dozen or haltea ſcore Minitters, - ank.ps di 

refufe Communion with a Church, rending from the C:iplinam cons 
body,by ſetting up of a Charch againſt aChurch,Preg- {imacia ſua 
ching and venting their opinions every where, to the | pw wet: _—_ 
diſturbance of mr Acne and the drawing of Diſci- 3,0. 1 
after them,though they were Minitters of gold,and «od veicti- = | 
the to of men and Angells, vet they ſhould ts Hnodis | 


not havea Toleration, upon which ſubjeft they may bit dcretom, 
read (a) Ca'vom laſt Epiltle to Farel/ms, wherein Calrins | oor oe 
counſall concerningF arel/zs Colleague is this; That it he z{plin> legibus 
will not be reduced tro Order, the Miniiters ſhon!d tel] « plucric munc- 
| him that heis not to be recioned of as a brother, who 5" reg Iy | 
doth diſturbe the common Diicipline by his contuma- Woe 2A «oc [1 
cle: This was ever acuſtome in the Church which was »m authori. i 
ecrecd in ancient Synods, that w ho wou!d not ſubjctt +5, cum Spire 
the Lawes of common Diicip'ine ſhould bee put by * i _— ' 
is place, Neither is the authority of men here to bee iowa Dr ny" ! 
{ought after, when as the Spirit of God pronounces of (#1 non hab<- 
luch, 1 Cor. 11, 16. That the Church hath no cuſtome of con- t,morera cn | 
| tOnding. So that in all this diicourſe againit a Tolerati- © wrors, an E 
Y 0n;I havenot written out of violence of Spirit,cruelty, Meant, fu | | 
;\ orillwill to the men, for I love and reſpet them, (,nnunis (0- Sf 
| \ (though forthe preſent in an errour) but from a zeale &rcacis jura ic: | | 


twthe Glory of God, and the good of this Church {51 


N IT * [82 
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for the preſervation of purity of dofrine, holinefſe of 
life and peace, (which cannot ftand with a Toleration) 
and though I be earneſt in this cauſe, tis not from ſud- 
daine apprehenſion or \qinny for I have had long 
thoughts of this Church way, and Idoe apprehend 
more evill in it, than mien doe ſee at fir{t,or than the In- 
dependants can ſee, it being their owne cauſe, and they 
many wayes engaged in it: O that the Independant 
Minilters would with an impartiall deire of ſatisfa&i- 
on, conſider what hath beene written, and be perſwa- 
ded to lay alide all thoughts of ng (eparated aſ- 

( k ) [yr ang qui ſemblies,and come and grow into one body, joyning in 
haftenus a vg—One Way with us | For which end I will commend to 
bis dilſenſir, them the Councell of (b) Calvin, given in a like caſe 
obſecramnus in concerning a Miniſter, who difſented from the the reſt 
Domin> neul- 'f his fellowes.Let him remember amongſt other things 
cerius perrinacia 4 are - age 
conrendat ad What Paul requires in a Paſtor, this is not the laſt, that 
repugnandum. be ought not to be /elfe willed. that 1s, addiQed to his own 
Mcmmeritn- proper judgement; and certainely this is one of the 
PT - chicte vertnes of a good Paſtor, ſo trom the whole heart 
tore requirir, £0 feare contentions, that he may never diſſent from his 
hoceſſenon brethren, unlcfſe it be for cauſes greatly necefſauny. Now 
poſtreng,nefit conſidering what they may enjoy in this Church (as I 
= ne _ have before ſhewed at large in the Anſivers to the three 
dicio addiaus, Reaſons) ſome circumſtances about the manner and 
Ercenchxc formeot Dilcipline (as the exerciling of it Indepen- 
una «ſt ex vrz- dantly) cannot bea cauſe greatly neceſſary, eſpecially it 
Te | WO will belceve Calvin (c)who affirmes that the Scrip- 
toric gicexhor. {UFeS Exprelie the ſubltance of Ecclelialticall Diſcipline, 
rerc toro pe- but the forme of ow us 57 1h becauſe tis not preſcribed 
fore -onten- by the Lord, it ought, to beordered and appointed by 
rrones Mn» the Miniſters tor edification. Pleaſe not yourſelves in 
quam 3 frac our opinions.ben ſo addifted our judge- 
bbc F p »e not ſo addifted to your owne judge 
fa5 maxime ne- MENt (tor tis certaine ſaith Calvin(d) that every mar 
celſar35,diflidear, Cal.Fpi, $5. (c) Subtlantiam Ecckſfiattice diſciplinz exprimit d 
ſertts verbis Scripta : forma autem cjus exercende, quoniam a Dcmino preſcrix 1 


non eit,a miniſtris conttitui deber pro #lif:cationegu al. EprN, $5. Od) Ercene q n- 
ni> 2vJaJvs, mac ſe 2<:a%g acdericgitarim net Schiſmaricus, Cat mTit. 1.%-7. 


Wt, 


% 


} 


Reaſons againſt Toltration. 


will 


a Schiſmaticke: of which reade more in that 
place. | | 


who is addifted and wedded to his owne jad * 


__ ſo ſoone as ever an occalion offers it {+ te, ® 


- 
. 
. 


r 
- 
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And thus I have delivered my owne foule, hoping z 


that tuther our brethren will withdraw their Petitions ;* 


{o as they ſhallnever be read in the Honoarable Houſe 
of Commons, or it they ſhould, I hope'the' Houſe will 
calt them out, tor I am perſwaded it ſhall never beſayd 
of this Parliament in theages to come, that they were 
the firſt that opened a dore tor Tolerations, and for ſet- 


that dore ſhould be opened (which God of his mercy 


ke what infinite evils would in procefſe of time come 
upon this Kingdome, and whetherthe ſucceeding gene- 


rations would not write in their Chronicles and Hiltos 


ries (as is written of Neaman, 2 King, 5.1. Now Naa- 
man wa a great man with bis Maſter, and honourable, b+- 


cauſe by him the Lord had given deliverance unto Syria: He © 


was alſo a mighty man inwvalour, but be was a Leper) Such a 


. Parliament was great and Honourable becaulc by them” 
the Lord gave deliverance unto England, it was alſo a $ 


mighty Parliament for exccuting juſtice, and for ma- 
king ſuch and ſach excellent I awes, bur it granted a 


Toleration ; whether this would not ca(t a darke ſhad- '- 


dow upon their ry Fa light, and be as adead flye in 
the Oyntment of the Apothecary; I humbly ſubmicto 
their judgement. Bur to conclude this diſcourſe both 
againſt Independancie, and againit Tolerations, the 
day is ſhortly comming will try all, and I rgjoyce in the 
thoughts of it, in regard of the accounts I ſhall give 
about this 6 rs of Separation,nothingdoubting 
but in that great day (Chrilt of his rich grace pardo- 
ning the weakneſſes that have, may, and doe 
cleave to me in the manner of managing it) will 


owne my whole worke, and endeavours again{t that 


way 
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ting up of Churches apainlt the Church; which if ever :, 
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keepe ſhut) T leave it to their great wiſed omes to fore- ©! 
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 Reaſort agdinſt Toleration; 

way of Separation, as ſtirred up by his owne Spirit 
tad followed all along by his Spirit,enabling ws. ic 
and to itabove my owne ſtrength, aud though I expe& 
many cenſures and reproaches from that ſort of men 
yet then I ſhall have prayſc with God, and the re- 
ward of all my labour, for truth, love, peace, and holi- 
neſfſe, which I aime at inthijs and all othes Diſcourſes 
about this Controverſies. 2 65 
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